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DO NOT BE AFRAID. GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS,
TOGETHER!

As we think about our giving to support the work of God, through
the people of Grace, we not only think about money but our daily
lives. Considering the numerous headwinds we face these days
with unemployment, economic difficulties, and illnesses circling the
globe it seems fitting that this year’'s stewardship emphasis contain
the words of the angels: Do not be afraid! This encouragement
comes not because what we do overcomes all these but because of
what God does through us. God responds to the deep needs of this
world by sending Jesus who gives his life for this world. God
continues to respond by sending God’s Church. That is you and
me, we are the baptized whose lights are to so shine that others
may see our good works and give glory to God!

Do not be afraid! With reading that phrase perhaps you
remember the rest, “I bring you good news of great joy for all the
people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior!” | think
too often when we hear those words, “do not be afraid” people
simply focus on their fear when in fact the response to the words of
the angels was a call to expectation, a call to joy, and an invitation to
do something. In the case of the shepherds it was to journey to see
the child.

You are invited on such a journey. Do not be afraid. You are
invited on a journey of servanthood that asks for your giving, a
portion of your resources, in great expectation that through these
God is at work through our hands, together! Individually we are able
to accomplish far less than what we can accomplish together.
Together, we provide a place for worship, where all people are
invited to come and receive God’s incredible grace. Together we
place our hands on quilts, so those caught in the most difficult of
crisis might know that they are not alone. Together we embrace
children who come to Grace for daily care through Grace Kids Care
Center, in Sunday School classes, confirmation classes, and youth
events. Together we encourage journeys to Tanzania so that we
might come to know the incredible gifts of God received in the
hospitality of the people of Msindo and Mararo. Together the people
of Tanzania and the people of lowa have provided ways to grind
grain that does not require a long long journey and together we
provide a way for children who have very little to go to school.
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Together we are able to help families gain
support through Heifers, and the joy of teaching
hundreds of kids in a Tanzanian Vacation Bible
School where each child received a handmade
bag from the people of Grace.

Together we raise our voices in choirs and
bells, brass and congregational singing.
Together we have supported each other in grief
and loss. Together we invite the stranger and
sojourner in our land to be in worship and service
through the Esperanza outreach. This is all,
GOD’S WORK, through OUR HANDS,
TOGETHER!

In the coming weeks you will see a series of
videos about this work. We hope you will see in
this the incredible joy we receive as we respond
to God'’s call to serve. During this time
prayerfully consider your gift for the ministry in
2010. We know these are difficult times. We
also know that what is required now, more than
ever, is sacrificial giving. In boldness we invite
you, DO NOT BE AFRAID for what we are called
to is God’s work through our hands, together and
in this there is great joy that is for all people!

See you in worship,
Pastor Cline

Grace Welcomes Tanzanian Minister

Pastor Enea Mshana is one of three pastors from
Tanzania sponsored by the Crossing Borders
Project of the Southeast lowa Synod. We are
privileged to have Pastor Mshana at Grace to
lead the worship services on October 25,
Reformation Sunday, and he will participate in
laying on of hands for our Confirmands. The
loose offering will go to the Usangi Leadership
and Training School, where Pastor Mshana
served as principal. lowa Pastor Mary Jo Maas is
currently teaching at the school.

The Adult Forum, at 9:30 a.m., will be presented
by Pastor Mshana on Life and Ministry in
Tanzania.

After the 10:45 service, all members are
encouraged to attend a congregational potluck to
greet Pastor Mshana.

For three weeks, Pastor Mshana will speak about
Evangelism at the Tuesday morning Bible Study.
This study is open to all of Grace and Des
Moines area community members.

<~ Confirmation

On Reformation Sunday October 25, at the 10:45
service, five young people from Grace, Thomas
Garcia, Riley Mortenson, Molly Riordan, Jessica
Rissman and Bailey Woodruff, will reaffirm their
Baptism. Please keep these young people and
their families in your prayers.

About Esperanza Ministry:
All are welcome — to enter in and
discover God at work

In just the past month:

- The young couple, who learned about
Esperanza ministry from Grace’s new
bilingual brochure which they picked up at
the car wash on Merle Hay Road, came
to worship — for the first time.

A young mother, who had her sons
baptized here, came back to worship —
after living in California for several years.
When studying scripture together during
the recent Sunday morning bilingual Bible
study series and sharing personal stories,
Spanish-speakers and English-speakers
discovered their faith unites them more
than language and cultural differences
divide them.

In the weeks ahead, you also can enter into this
ministry and discover God at work in new and
different ways...

- Join the upcoming Wednesday night
bilingual series focusing on  “Why
Lutheran?” — the gifts of the Lutheran
voice to Christianity. It will run Nov. 18
and Dec. 2, 9 and 16, 6-7 p.m.

Worship in Spanish with the

Esperanza community — 10:45 a.m.
Sundays in Esperanza Chapel, where on
any given Sunday you will experience the
rich diversity of the world.

Help your small group learn more

about it and how you can get involved.
Contact Ellen Wonderlin, Coordinator for
Latino Outreach, 276-6873,
ellenwonderlin@aol.com, to schedule a
presentation for your group.




Stephen Ministers Available

Each Sunday between services, there will be a
Stephen Minister available in the Upper Room.
Stephen Ministers are trained to listen and to
pray with people who are going through difficult
times, or just need someone to talk to. These
visits are kept confidential.

Church Services to Go

If you missed a service or would like to "revisit" a
service, DVDs of the Sunday services are now
available for check out in the church library. The
library will maintain about two months of
services. If you can't find the service you are
looking for, please call Diane Heid at 254-0379.

Thank You for the Altar Flowers!

Thank you to all who signed up for altar flowers
this year. All of the Sundays in 2009 are spoken
for! The 2010 flower chart will be posted in early
November in the Gathering Hall on the west wall
behind the sofa. If you have not yet paid, you can
place it in the offering plate or mail it to church.
Be certain you put it in an envelope with your
name and the reason for the donation. If you are
uncertain if you have paid, please call the office.

BLOCK PARTY A SUCCESS!

More than 200 attended the 1st Annual Block
Party at Grace last September 30th. Good food,
games, treats, fellowship and music all
contributed to the success of our initial effort. The
Lay Ministry Team met last Sunday to evaluate
the event and agreed we would continue
sponsorship.

Not surprisingly, there were many suggestions
for next year -- earlier in the month, music in the
park and other organizations details. If you have
suggestions, ideas or just want to help, contact
Lay Ministry Team members or the church office.

The Team extends its thanks to all those who
participated especially those who volunteered
their time and talents to support the Block Party.

In Sympathy...

Howardine G. Wavering, 92, passed from this life
on Monday, September 14, at Kavanagh House.
There was a private family graveside service at
Resthaven Cemetery.
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Thanks to those who sent cards and made
phone calls to our home. Thanks to Pastor Cline
for stopping at the hospital when | was there
recently for an illness. ~Paul Grodt

Thank you to the Women of Grace Lutheran
Church for the beautiful birthday card they sent
me. | sure enjoyed it. Thanks, Palma C.
Williams

Thanks to Pastor Cline, Pastor Mike, and Grace
friends for the prayers, visits, cards, phone calls
and other kind deeds. God Bless. ~Art Berven

Thank you for your prayers, visits, and cards
while | was recovering from Bypass surgery. |
thank Pastor Cline, Pastor Mike and Pastor Bill
for their prayers and visits at the hospital.
Special thanks to Pastor Cline for being with
Karen during surgery and your special pastoral
care of my family. ~Randy Taylor

Thank you all for your prayers for my son, Steve,
during his long illness. It helped me so much,
and | very much appreciated your support, you
are a wonderful, caring congregation. Steve
asked me to forward his thanks, also, as it
meant a great deal to him knowing people this far
away had him in their hearts. He described you
all as "awesome". He finally was able to begin
work again on October 6th, and seems to be
doing well. ~Dot Williamson

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Josh Curry for winning the Wii
bowl-off Sunday Oct. 4th and thanks to all those
who made the evening a fun event.




Music Notes.........

Mother Nature certainly has an interesting sense of humor. I'm sure we were all very surprised to awaken
on Saturday morning to an “early” coat of snow covering the ground. I'm glad that | had covered a lot of
the flowers in my yard as many of them are offering their final blossoms. It was even better that | kept
them covered on Saturday night as the temps were even colder. | felt the need to protect the tender
blossoms and hopefully make them safe for a while and allow them to finish their blooming season. It's
much like the protection we receive from God. We are wrapped in His love and we know that we are
secure in His arms.

It definitely is getting to the busy part of the church year for all the music ensembles of Grace. The
groups are well into their practicing and preparing for the various worship services that are held. Each
group has a full compliment of people, but additional members could still be used for the Youth Bells,
Youth Choir and Chapel Chimers. This is an excellent opportunity for the youth of the church to become
actively involved. These ensembles work together to create an additional worshipping experience for the
youth as they become an integral part of the worship service. By being in these groups they also develop
deeper friendships with their peers and learn they can trust and rely on these people.

The Chancel Choir, Grace Bells, and Grace Brass are each working on music that will enhance the
worship services. We are planning on a festive service to celebrate Reformation Sunday. Each group
will be actively participating at both services that Sunday morning. It is exciting to plan the music for
“special” Sundays of the church year.

There is a poster outside of the office announcing the Wartburg Choir Christmas Concert. It will be held
at the Lutheran Church of Hope in West Des Moines on Saturday, December 5 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are
available by contacting Wartburg College. All seats are general admission.

On November 1%, we will be celebrating All Saints Day. We will be lighting candles in respect of those
departed members during the last year. November 25" will be the combined Thanksgiving service to be
held at Immanuel Methodist Church. The Grace Brass, Grace Bells and Chancel Choir will join forces
with the ensembles at Immanuel to provide music for this service. We hope to see many members of
Grace attend.

On December 4™, the Southwest lowa Community College Choir will be here for their Annual Advent
Concert. It will be held in the sanctuary beginning at 7:30 PM. A freewill donation will be taken at the
concert. We have been pleased to have the choirs performance be an annual event at Grace.

The Chancel Choir is currently working on the music for the Advent Service on December 6". A wide
variety of music, along with hymns and selected readings will be incorporated for this unique service. The
lighting of the Advent Wreath will begin on the 1* Sunday of Advent, November 29, and a congregational
sung response to its lighting will be used.

The Grace Bells, Grace Brass, and Youth Bells are all working on the music for the Bells and Brass
Program on December 13". Many styles of music will be presented in this annual event. The program
will begin at 2:00 PM and “cookies and cocoa and coffee” will be served following the presentation. Mark
you calendars to attend this event.

I know that | have said this many times, but Grace Lutheran is very fortunate to have the commitment of
those that provide music for the worshipping congregation. The members of all the ensembles willing to
give of their time to come to rehearsals and to church early to offer their gift of music. | know that |
appreciate them a great deal.

See you in church.
RICH



Council Meeting Minutes
August 25, 2009

The meeting of the Grace Church Council was called to order by President Dan Warren at 7 p.m. Present
were members Kristin Medhurst, MeLissa Lawson, Mary Helt, Joyce Lewis, Jon Rissman and Denny
Rehder, plus Pastor Cline and Ellen Wonderlin.

Following devotions by Pastor Cline, the agenda was adopted and the minutes of the June 23 meeting
were approved.

Pastor Cline spoke briefly about his observations as a delegate to the ELCA Church-wide Assembly in the
Twin Cities.

The report from the Finance Committee was accepted.

Ellen Wonderlin reported on her work in Phase 1 of our approach to La voz de la Esperanza. The question
to be addressed in Phase 1 was, “Is there a viable community to support our Latino ministry?” She
discussed meetings with current members of Esperanza and beginning outreach efforts by those
members. Her lengthy report highlighted the commitment of the core group to sustain and grow that
ministry expression. Following her report, the council voted by acclamation to move to Phase 2 which is
continued development of outreach and refinement of the Spanish worship option. Funding continues for
the ministry from the ELCA, SEIA Synod and partner churches in the Des Moines area. (New funding will
be sought for Phase 2 from the ELCA and partner congregations.) The council thanked Ellen for her
continued work on this ministry as a part-time staff person.

Memorial Committee procedures were submitted by Jerry Dockum for information only.

Considerable discussion revolved around budget issues for the Grace Kids Care. A tuition increase was
approved, and MeLissa Lawson, a member of the parents’ board, volunteered to work with Heather
Nelson, director, on finances. The creation of an oversight committee was tabled at this time.

The council approved support for the replacement of the roof on the Synod office building.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by Denny Rehder, secretary

These minutes have not yet been approved by the Church Council

“Cool Congregations”

If you had the opportunity to attend the adult forum on October 11, you heard speaker Tim Fink speak
about the greenhouse effect and ways that we can all be aware of our carbon footprint. The exciting hews
is that we now have a congregational team that will be looking at ways that we at Grace can reduce our
carbon footprint and become a “greener” congregation. Stay tuned for details about this as the
brainstorming begins.

Team members are Dan Warren, Michelle Voelker, Joyce Lewis, Barb Zimany, Joanne Johnson, Pat
Rehder, and Norm lverson. If you are interested in joining the crew, please contact Dan Warren.



Teenage Parenting Workshop

Parents of teenagers, please join us for a 6-week
workshop beginning Sunday, November 1
through Sunday, December 6. We will meet in
Grace Hall 2 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

The intent of this workshop is to help us
successfully guide our teens through the often
turbulent waters of adolescence. We will be
encouraged and strengthened as parents
through scriptures, helpful thoughts and
fellowship. This workshop is designed by Dr.
Kevin Leman, a Christian Psychologist, best-
selling author, speaker, and radio and television
personality.

Please register as we need to order enough
materials for all participants. Please contact
Cherie Rissman at 270-0278 or
cherierissman@gmail.com.

Lions and Tigers and
Bears! Oh My!

Super Wednesday Kids’
Hour is off to a fun start! We
have been very busy learning
about creation and exploring
“God saw all that he had made, that theme throu.gh a variety

and it was very good. of activities that include
e e s DaMes, science, art, creative
dramatics, music, and more.
Each week has new surprises in store for
children in grades 1-5. If your child hasn’t had
an opportunity to come yet but would like to, the
door is always open. The hour takes place from
6:30-7:30pm on Wednesdays. We start out in
the gym for some high energy games and then
conclude our time in Sunday School room 101.
Our weekly helpers include Amy Wonderlin and
Bev Anderson.

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November
18 when the Blank Park Zoo will be here during
Kids’ Hour for a special presentation with live
animals. It will be a fun way to end our unit on
creation. Your kids won’t want to miss it!

If you haven't already done so, please sign up for
Kids’ Hour on the youth bulletin board or outside
the Sunday School office. Questions? Contact
Stephanie Johnson or Beth Flannery.

Fleece and Blankets Needed

The High School Youth will soon be making
blankets for a homeless shelter. We are looking
for fleece that is a minimum of 1-1/2 yards. We
would also like donations of gently used blankets
to take with us to the homeless shelter. If you
have either of these items that you'd like to
donate, please place in the box in the Gathering
Hall. Thank you!!

Stuff the Turkey!

The Grace Lutheran Sunday School classes will
be Stuffing the Turkey for the Des Moines Area
Religious Council Food Pantry. Students are
asked to bring nonperishable food items to
Sunday School beginning Sunday, October 11,
through Sunday, November 8. Children in the 3
year old class through the 4™ grade class should
bring their items to opening service. Older
students may place their donations in the Food
Pantry basket in the entry way.

TO ALL MEN OF GRACE

The Men’s Group of Immanuel Methodist Church
has invited the men of Grace to attend an
evening at Immanuel for a light supper and
evening of fellowship and entertainment on
Thursday November 12.

Immanuel Methodist Church is located at 2900
49" St., about one block south of Urbandale Ave.
on the west side of the street. Parking is
available at the rear of the church. Social Hour
will begin at 6:00 p.m. and supper will be served
at 6:30 p.m. The program (piano and singing by
Bill Henderson and Audrey Devine) will begin at
7:00 p.m.

For food preparation, Immanuel needs to know
the number of Grace men that will be attending.
The Men in Mission Calling Committee will call,
as usual, the regular attendees. All others
desiring to attend, please contact Bob Jensen at
276-8478 or Carl Feilman at 276-0700 to make
reservations.

Attention Men in Mission:  The November
meeting at Grace is cancelled due to the meeting
at Immanuel.




Upcoming Adult Forums

Educational opportunities abound at Grace! Mark your calendars for the following topics coming up in
November. Thank you to the Adult Education Committee for their work in planning. Members include Delores
Larsen, Pat Rehder, Michele Turner, Kathy Roat, Carol Mattes, Aaron Page, and Kristin Medhurst.

November 1: Option 1: Hope Ministries

Hope Ministries Director David Burrier will speak about the work of this local charity, which includes Bethel
Mission and Door of Faith Men's Recovery Center. Hope Ministries fills the spiritual, physical and emotional
needs of men, women and children who are homeless. Through its year-round meal program, the organization
offers three free meals every day of the year to homeless and hungry people in Central lowa.

Option 2: Parenting workshop led by Cherie Rissman — Running the Rapids: Guiding Teenagers
Through the Turbulent Waters of Adolescence

November. 8: Option 1: Faithbooking
For two weeks, we'll learn to see that daily lives are brimming with signposts that God has used in a miraculous
way to direct and strengthen us. We'll each explore signposts which have proved to be pivotal in the direction of
daily living-- finding the deeper spiritual meaning in the events in our past and learning to see the Lord's activity
in our present and our future.
Option 2: Parenting class continued
November 15: Option 1: Faithbooking continued
Option 2: Parenting class continued
November 22: Option 1: “Thankfulness Mixer”
Option 2: Parenting class continued

November 29: Option 1: Intergenerational event

Option 2: Parenting class continued

Focus on Abilities Strengthens Communities

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month. This is a month to celebrate and recognize the
contributions and skills millions of Americans with disabilities bring to workplaces throughout our nation.

Lutheran Services in lowa’s services for people with disabilities (SFPD) program empowers persons with
disabilities to build the skills they need to become an active part of communities in lowa, including the workforce.
SFPD’s supported community living program is a goal-oriented service that assists individuals through one-on-
one interaction with life skills such as money management, cooking, personal hygiene, socialization and
communication, safety and more. It is through the focus on abilities that LSI helps those with a disability
accomplish their goals and have a positive impact on their community.

Visit www.lIsitips.com to read more about how you can help provide independence for a friend or loved one with
a disability.

HIGH SCHOOL LOCK-IN

Saturday, November 7 \ %




2:00 p.m. — Sunday morning

We will meet at the church at 2:00 p.m. to do a service project off site. We will be raking leaves so please bring
a rake if you have one. We will probably need an extra adult driver or two to help us with transporting. After the
service project, we will go back to the church for supper. Plans for the evening include hanging out, playing
games, watching movies, playing in the gym, tying blankets for a homeless shelter and maybe a little sleep. You
are asked to bring a donation of $10 to help pay for the fleece for the blankets. You may bring a friend. Parents
are welcome to join us for the whole time or part of the time. Please sign up on the youth bulletin board or you
can text or e-mail Beth Flannery at 314-1022 flannmann@aol.com or Lori Fry at 669-5177 lori.fry@mchsi.com.

SENIOR MEMBERS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TURKEY DINNER

A turkey dinner, with all the trimmings, will be served in Grace Hall on Sunday,
December 6. Dinner will be ready at 5:00 p.m., followed by a sing-a-long of
favorite Christmas songs. The cost per person is $8. Reservations and 2 X
payments will be taken between services in the Gathering Hall on November 22 —-l;l;l;l.- and
29. If you would like transportation to and from the dinner, just tell those at the

reservation desk. We will make sure that someone will call you to make arrangements. Mark your Calendars!
Everyone is welcome!

HO! HO! HO!

* What? Christmas?? Yes, it does seem rather early to be thinking about Christmas. But initial

plans are already underway. In the past we have had a star tree at the holidays, and we are
currently looking for someone to organize that this year. The star tree is a Christmas tree
decorated with paper stars, and on the stars are items from the Christmas wish lists of clients
at Lutheran Services in lowa and Mosaic.

If you have an interest in working on this worthwhile mission, or would like to find out more
about it, please contact Stephanie Johnson.

2009 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING THOUGHTS...

When | went to New Orleans last summer, | didn’t know what to expect. Hearing stories from my mom and
sisters who went in '06 did get me excited though. This expectation of excitement was fulfilled. Every day |
learned something new about New Orleans, God, and myself.



Probably my favorite part of the experience was how the locals reacted. Even though we clogged up the streets,
and almost certainly strained many of the city’s services, the public was nothing but receptive. Many, in fact,
came up to us on the street and thanked us personally.

We came to help the city and have fun in Louisiana. We did this, but we also learned that when you extend a
hand to help, there will always be people willing to accept this helping hand.

~Michael Flannery

L e o o S T

I had so much fun in New Orleans this year! It was such a blessing to get to go twice. | love meeting new people,
so the bus ride was really fun! | made a lot of new friends from the other churches and enjoyed the ride.

| also couldn’t believe how much good service we brought to the city. 37,000 Lutherans did 3 years of service in
3 days! That's just unbelievable!!!! | like how everything in the ELCA lines up! Our Lutheran Lakeside camp
theme last year was Sweet Justice! Our camp theme this past summer was Love to Serve! They both lined up
with the themes of the Gathering and it was cool to see how everything this past summer lined up so perfectly
also!!! As we said at camp so many times last summer, God does amazing things that you can’t explain, that you
just have to accept and wonder why you got to be part of it. | hope to be a volunteer at the next Gathering
wherever it might be.

One of the best things | took from the trip was that | made some new, and stronger bonds with the other kids on
the trip that | hadn't talked to much before. | also enjoyed other kids coming out of their comfort zone and
watching Christ come through in their actions during the week! It was an amazing trip and | hope everyone that
has a chance will go. Getting to experience the Gathering is so special.

~Jonathan Fry

The Beaverdale Fall Parade
September 19, 2009
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Welcome!

Karibuni!




Golf with Grace
September 20, 2009
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Carlyle Peterson
Zelma Wilson
Yvonne Dewein
Mike Peterman
Patti Prescott
Robert Ford

Kai Brunk

Anne Peterson
Tara Royster
Bradley W. Nelson
Lois Wallace
Sally Thielking
Matthew Sims
Lou Grotheer
Benjamin Gronert
Braden Cooper
David Cline
Harper Svee
Neal Buenz
Austin Schaller
Beverly Petty
Tim Martin

Dino Green

Mark Stallman
Gary Scholten
Nicole Weatherington
Emily Dungan
Jared Bueso
Randy Taylor
Zoe Noel Lawson
Kurt Bowermaster
Jason Bradwell
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Larry Buell
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Mark Ridnour
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Joseph Kennebeck
Karlton Peters
Haley Dostalik
Emma Mattes
Lyle Black

Gloria Moon
Janet Murray
Richard Hirschauer
Susan Johnson
Nick Medhurst
Jessica Barge
Brandon Johnson
Rudy Vasquez
Blaine Heller
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Kelley Riordan
Jesica Ramos
Matthew Jorgenson
Zachary Kulzer
Gavin McKibben
Ashley Klatt
Ashley Lund

E. Dwane Richards
Harriett Pearson
Jon Rissman

Patti Baker
Nicholas Scholten
Renee Dingman
Dorothy Jensen
Douglas Johnson
Kerry Riordan
Allison Hutchins
Jody Vanderhill
Paul Thielking
Virginia Wangerin
Carol Woodruff
Laura Wangerin
Peter Kiefer
Jessica Rissman
Kelly Anderson
Christopher Bruns
Patrick Vilmont
Clare Vilmont
Edward Ridnour
Gina Whitten
Karinne Harmon
Joshua Cline



