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FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR THE CLINES 
 

Please join us as we celebrate Pastor Cline's minis try at 
Grace at a reception at noon, Sunday, November 22. Our 
time with Pastor Cline and his family has been a bl essing 
and we want to wish them well in their future endea vors. 
 

 
Thanksgiving Service at Immanuel Methodist Church 
 
On November 25, Grace Lutheran will join in worship with the 
congregation of Immanuel Methodist Church for the annual 
Thanksgiving Service, which will be held in the sanctuary of 
Immanuel beginning at 7 p.m. Pastor Mike will be offering the 
sermon. Members of Grace Bells, Grace Brass, and the 
Chancel Choir will join forces with ringers/singers/players of 
Immanuel to present music to help enhance the worship 
service. Since there was an affirmative vote at Synod 
Assembly on an Ecumenical Agreement with the Methodist 
Church, communion will also be a part of the service. We 
hope to see many members of Grace participate in this 
service. 
 
Please Note…  
There will be NO Super Wednesday activities on November 
25. This includes: supper, Book Discussion Group, Text and 
Bible Study, rehearsals, children’s activities, and 
Confirmation. We will resume all activities on December 2. 
Have an excellent Thanksgiving! 
 

 
Calling All Young Adults!!  

You are invited to an afternoon of food, fun, and fellowship.  
Kara and Matt Jordahl, Tyler Reihmann, and Sarah Dewein 
will be hosting a gathering at 3645 67th Street, Urbandale, on 
December 5 at 2:00 p.m. We will have board games and Wii 
ready to play. We are asking that everyone bring an appetizer 
or snack to share with the group. Please RSVP to Sarah at 
sdewein@mchsi.com by December 1, so we will know how 
many to plan beverages for. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 



We asked our Grace Kids Care friends what they  
were “thankful” for and these were their responses.   
(We are thankful for all of our little ones!) 
 
 
 
 
My bottles  Carson 
My Mommy  Adie 
Turkeys  Sonja                                                          
Horses   Jay             
Santa and his reindeer    Levi                             
My Bear  Presley 
My brother  Grant                                                   
My Heather  Landon 
My Thumb  Maycia                                                 
Chocolate Pudding  Ike 
My Levi  Larissa           
Miss Christina  Francis  
Snack   Ada   
Mommy   Naomi 
My Pacifier  Greta           
My Friends  Vaun 
Grandma (Mi-Mi) Brianna  
My Mommy  Jack 
My Mommy  Kiernan 
Mommy!  Sarah 

 
Haley & Carsy (Carson)   Ava 
Snowman  Nolan 
Candy Canes    Joe 
Donkeys  Ayden 
Cows   Will O. 
Cowboys  Owen 
My Momma  Will C. 
Toys   Jada 
A Table  Jacob 
Grandpa & my puppy Haley 
Lightning McQueen, Grandma & Grandpa 
 Kaelan 
Mommy, Daddy and my Skipper Gabrielle 
Grandma, Grandpa, Mom, Dad, & my Sister too
 London 
Max, Grandma & Grandpa  Will D. 
Mommy, Daddy, Jacob (my Jacob) Cameron   
My Mom, Dad and Sister play with me Charla 
Mommy, Daddy, Brother & Ice Cream  Sean

 
 
 

 
INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 

Do you have an interest in other cultures? Would you like to see some photos and items from Grace 
members’ past trips to our companion congregation in Tanzania? Would you like to send a tangible 
expression of our unity to our brothers and sisters in Christ across the ocean? 
 
Join us for a fun intergenerational morning of learning about Tanzania through pictures, craft items and 
stories. Enjoy music with a Tanzanian flair and join us as we make Christmas cards to send to Msindo.  
 
There is something here for many ages, so we hope that you will join us during the education hour in 
Grace Hall 1 and 2 on November 29.  It will be an opportunity to mix and mingle, to learn about another 
culture, and to share card greetings with our Tanzanian family. 
 
 
 

Game Day  
 
The next Game Day will be December 4, at 1:00 p.m., in Grace Hall.  You can play any kind of cards - 
Bridge, 500, Hand & Foot, Pinochle or board games (bring your own).  I will furnish cards, score sheets, 
pencils and coffee.  If you have any questions, please call Marilyn Vesey at 314-4020. 
 



 
SENIOR MEMBERS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TURKEY DINNER 

 
A turkey dinner with all the trimmings will be served in Grace Hall on 
Sunday, December 6.  Dinner will be ready at 5:00 p.m., followed by a 
sing-a-long of favorite Christmas songs.  The cost per person is $8.  
Reservations and payments will be taken between services in the 
Gathering Hall on November 22 and 29.  If you would like transportation to 
and from the dinner, just tell those at the reservation desk.  We will make 
sure that someone will call you to make arrangements.  Mark your 
calendars!  Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
 
 

 
MEN IN MISSION 

 
Men In Mission will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 3.  Our speaker with be Ginny Wangerin 
speaking about "My Faith's Journey".  This is a very fine program and we urge many to come for a great 
evening. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Martha Circle  will not meet in November but will meet December 3, at 9:30 a.m., 
in Grace Hall I.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
Lydia Circle  will not meet in November but will meet on December 8, at 6:00 p.m.  
The program will be Christmas Carols.  All are welcome 

 
Hannah Circle  will meet on Sunday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m., in the Gathering 
Hall, for their Christmas Party.  Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share and a 
wrapped gift (around $10) for a “White Elephant Exchange.” All are welcome to join 
us. 

 
 
 

Poinsettias 
 

The Advent season will soon begin. Our tradition of decorating the altar with poinsettias will be on 
the 4th Sunday in Advent, December 20. You may order poinsettias to adorn the altar for $8.25 
each. Poinsettias will be available for you to pick up after the 10:00 a.m. Christmas service on, 

December 25. Colors this year will be red, pink and burgundy. An order form is in this Friendly Visitor 
and will also be in 2 bulletins, the first Sunday in Advent, November 29, and the following Sunday, 

December 6. The last day to order is Tuesday, December 8. As in past years, you can indicate on the order form 
if you would like the poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone. You will not be able to select a color on the 
order form. You can mark on the order form if you would like the poinsettia delivered to a home bound member. 
Place your order and check in the offering plate or turn into the office. 
 

 



 
Christmas Gift List for the Residents of Trinity Ce nter at Luther Park 

 
The following is a suggested list of potential gift items for the residents of Trinity Center at Luther Park.  Please 
deliver the new, unwrapped gifts to the basket in the Gathering Hall by December 14. If you have any questions, 
please contact Denny Bradshaw, Director of Activities and Volunteers at 262-5639 ext. 144. Any items not used 
for Christmas will be used throughout the year for resident birthdays and for bingo gifts. Our special thanks and 
best wishes for the Holidays and for you and your family.  We sincerely appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
continued support. 
 
Kleenex, soft baby dolls, cans of caffeine free pop, card games, toothpaste, toothbrushes and denture brushes, 
hair picks and barrettes, cookies, snack crackers, small boxes of raisins, regular light colored socks for men and 
women, chap stick, lip stick (light colors), lip gloss, crosswords, large print word find puzzles, new stuffed 
animals, aftershave lotion, dusters, robes, house dresses, large sweat pants and shirts, emery boards, light 
colored nail polish, magnifying glass, small cosmetic bags, wallet, solitaire games, playing cards, hand or body 
lotion, men’s and women’s robes, face powder, powder blush, puzzles (small, 25 pieces), writing paper, 
envelopes and stamps, jewelry, year 2010 calendars, small AM/FM radio with earphones, music tapes and/or 
CD’s, movies and/or DVD’s, games, non-aerosol deodorant, handkerchiefs, sweaters, cologne and/or perfume, 
candy (chocolate covered cherries, thin mints, Diabetic candy, candy bars, etc), flower vases (plastic only), small 
disposable containers (Glad-type), magazine subscriptions (please call prior to ordering to avoid duplication), 
non-skid shoe-type slippers for men and women in large sizes. 

 
 
 

The Star Tree 
 

Advent season is fast approaching. As in past years there will be a Star Tree in the Gathering Hall. The 
tree will bear golden stars with the names of LSI and Mosaic clients and their wishes for a toy or article 
of clothing. Please take a star, purchase a new gift or a gift card, and return the unwrapped gift with 
the star attached. Place the gift in the box near the Star Tree by the date specified. The gifts will be 
picked up by LSI and Mosaic and distributed to their clients at Christmas.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a brochure; invite a friend…  
  
A new supply of the bilingual brochure about Grace 
has arrived. Pick up a copy in the Gathering Hall. 
Better yet, grab a bunch and give them to friends, 
neighbors, acquaintances, and co-workers. Let them 
know they’re welcome to worship here. 
  
The Communications team, which produced the 
brochure, plans to mail it to all new homeowners 
in neighborhoods surrounding Grace in early 
December. 
 

Endowment Fund Application Forms Now 
Available 

 
Application forms for projects to be funded by 2009 
income are available from Jackie in the church 
office.  Projects may be for the benefit of Grace 
Lutheran Church or for benefit of “non-Grace” 
projects in the wider community. 
 
Deadline for submitting applications is January 31, 
2010.  Funds for approved projects will be awarded 
by March 31, 2010. 

 



 
Music Notes………     
 
During these past 2-plus years that I have been the music director at Grace, I have enjoyed the working and planning 
relationship with Pastor Cline. It helps that he himself is musical, and that he is willing to accept “other” ideas to enhance 
worship for the congregation. We have been able to agree and disagree and respect each other’s opinions. Having worked 
in several other denominations with “interesting” ministers, I have found that if the Music Director and the minister have 
opposite mindsets, it doesn’t benefit the congregation and the worship service. Having Pastor Cline as a member of the 
Chancel Choir, coming to rehearsals, hearing the background of many of the songs, why the song was selected, and talking 
about the various selections, has been the best possible scenario for me as the Music Director. It has been easier for us to 
plan the worship service and hopefully bring an added aid to the message that was being preached upon, and to tie 
together the many aspects of the worship service. It has been a pleasure to have both Pastor Cline and Fay as active 
members of the music ensembles here at Grace.   Good luck in your next venture!!! 
 
The next month and a half, as we get into the end of November and go headlong into December, is going to be very busy 
for everyone here at Grace. All the music ensembles are actively and quickly preparing for each worship service and 
presentation. As I list and briefly explain all the music opportunities in our church, I hope that you will note and plan on 
attending them as we move from Thanksgiving, to Advent and finally Christmas. 
 
The annual combined Thanksgiving Service will be he ld at Immanuel Methodist Church on Wednesday, Novem ber 
25th at 7:00 p.m. Many of our church musicians will be combining forces with the Immanuel musicians to pro vide 
music for this service. Pastor Mike will be deliver ing the sermon, and communion will be a part of the  service. 
 
The Youth Choir, in conjunction with the Chancel Choir, will offer a joint number during the Tanzanian Service (Nov 29) that 
is held on the 5th Sunday of a month. This will be the first time the Youth Choir will be singing in church and both groups will 
sing at both services. Notes concerning the rehearsal time will be given to your child on November 18th. 
 
We will again light the Advent Wreath each Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. While there are many similarities to past 
years, one change will be a sung response by the liturgists and congregation. The response will be in the bulletin as well as 
the spoken litany. I hope that you will find this to be additionally meaningful. 
 
The Southwest Iowa Community College Choir will be here to help begin the season of Advent on December 4th at 7:30 PM 
in our sanctuary. This annual event features an outstanding choir as they present music of Bach, Mendelssohn, 
Christiansen, Burt, Mattson, Maddux, and Dawson.  There will be a free-will donation taken during the concert. We hope 
that you will give your continued support to this choir. 
 
On December 6th, the Chancel Choir will lead the congregation through a series of Lessons and Carols.   This year’s 
presentation is being designed using various readings and appropriate anthems to help us prepare during Advent for 
Christmas.  There will be responses, congregational hymns, communion at both services, and several choral selections.    
 
The Grace Bells, Grace Brass and Youth Bells will present their annual “Bells and Brass Concert” at 2:00 P.M. on 
December 13th. These groups have been preparing vigorously for this event. I personally know that there will be interesting 
music arrangements of carols presented for your enjoyment. Songs to be performed include:   “Ding, Dong, Merrily On 
High,” “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly,” “We Three Kings,” “White Christmas,” “Over the River and Through the Woods,” and “We 
Wish You A Merry Christmas.” Following the concert, refreshments will be served by the Women of Grace. 
 
The Sunday School Youth will present their Christmas Pageant during the 10:45 service on December 20th.   Stephanie 
Johnson is busy preparing the students for this annual event. Carol Woodruff, Suzanne Carney and Bev Anderson are 
helping with this presentation. Stephanie will have a schedule for rehearsals. The Youth Choir and Chapel Chimers will be 
also providing music during this pageant. 
 
We will have two services Christmas Eve with the first at 5:00 PM and the second at 11:00 PM with communion at both 
services.  Again this year, pre-service music will be presented beginning at 10:15 before the 11:00 service.   If you are 
interested in presenting a selection, please contact Rich at the church office.   Christmas Day service will be held at 10 AM 
and will also have communion. 
 
This is always an extra busy time of year for everyone.   We are constantly being pulled in all directions to attend one more 
function of the Holiday Season.   As you hustle from place to place, mall to mall, and relative to relative, I hope you will be 
able to include many of the church’s offerings as you and your families prepare during this joyous time. 
 
See you in church. 
Rich 



 
 

 
A special thanks to the congregation  for contributing Grace Women’s Lutheran World 
Relief Fall Drive. We collected $480. The money will be used to buy kit items for the Spring 
Collection. Thanks to all who helped with this project. ….Pat Bordt                                              

 
A special thank you  to Pastor Cline, Pastor Herschberger, and Rich Dewein for the 
beautiful memorial service for Kay.  We also want to thank the congregation for their 
thoughts, prayers, gifts and cards in memory of Kay. 
Her family is most appreciative….. The family of Kay Barks 

 
Many thanks to the youth of Grace  who came to help with the fall clean-up of my yard.  It 
was such a joy to see their energy (and muscle power) as they raked leaves and planted 
bulbs. I am blessed to be a member of a church where young people bring such vitality and 
hope into our lives. I believe the future of Grace is in good hands. …. Joanne Johnson 

 
 
 

 
 

New Pillows Needed 
 
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) has resettled more than 1,800 refugees in the past four years. Refugees came 
from Bosnia, Iran, Iraq, Liberia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Somalia, Vietnam and other countries. 
In 2010, LSI anticipates resettling over 300 refugees in Iowa – and needs NEW bed pillows  for them.  To help, 
purchase a new bed pillow and return it to the Gathering Hall by Sunday, December 13.   Place it in the bin 
marked “Pillows for LSI.” The pillow drive is collaborative effort of several area Lutheran congregations, 
spearheaded by Jeff Carley, a Confirmation student at Faith Lutheran Church.  
 

 
Church Services to Go 

 
If you missed a service or would like to "revisit" a service, DVDs of the Sunday services are available for check 
out in the church library.  The library will maintain about two months of services.  If you can't find the service you 
are looking for, please call Diane Heid at 254-0379. 
 
 
 

 
Medicare Check-Up Event 

 
The Northwest Senior Center, 5110 Franklin is hosting a Medicare Part D Check-Up Event on Thursday, 
December 10, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Appointments are required.  Call SHIIP at 800-351-4664 to schedule 
your appointment. 



 
 
 
Some of our High School youth  raked members’ 
yards during our recent Lock-in.  In this picture are 
10th graders Katie Roat and Liz Gronert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a great time at the first Family Fun event  October 31. Several 
families met at Geisler Farms in Bondurant for an afternoon of fall fun. 
Activities included navigating our way through a corn maze, roasting 
s’mores over a fire pit, playing on the playground, having rubber duck 
races, and simply enjoying each other’s company and the fall fresh air. 
Despite the mud in the corn maze, we all had a fun time! 
 
Stay tuned for details about an upcoming winter fam ily event. 
All are welcome! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Remember Camp E.D.G.E.?  
 
Check out the new Vacation Bible School Creative Memories photo book that is on display on the round table in 
the library!  Kathy Roat graciously used her gifts of creativity and imagination to put together an eye-catching 
array of photos that capture everyone’s time together at Camp E.D.G.E.  Stop by and take a look – you may 
recognize some faces! 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT NEWS 
 

This year the Christmas pageant, “Looking for the Child of Bethlehem,” will take place on Sunday, December 
20, during the 10:45 a.m. worship service. Children ages 3 through grade 6 will be participating in this unique 
rendition of the Christmas story. Invite your family and friends as our children share the good news of the 
season. 
 
Rehearsals began during the opening time of Sunday School on November 8 and 15, and the remainder of the 
rehearsal schedule can be found below as well as on the children’s and youth bulletin board. If your child has 
been assigned a speaking part, a few additional rehearsals may be needed. If this applies to your child, I will let 
you know and will work closely with you in determining rehearsal times that are the most convenient. 
 
In the meantime, please note the following revised rehearsal schedule.  Please especially note the days and 
times of the run-through and dress rehearsal.   Please make every effort to have your child attend on these 
days in particular.  Please note as well that the December 13 schedule is a slight change from the original letter 
distributed to families and is now a full run-through during the entire Sunday School hour. 
 
 
Pageant Rehearsals:  

  
Sunday, November 8 Sunday School opening (9:30-9:50) 
Sunday, November 15 Sunday School opening (9:30-9:50) 
Sunday, November 22 Sunday School opening (9:30-9:50) 
Sunday, November 29 Sunday School opening (9:30-9:50) 
Sunday, December 6 Sunday School opening (9:30-9:50) 
Sunday, December 13  RUN-THROUGH OF PLAY 

Sunday School hour (9:30-10:30) 
Saturday, December 19  DRESS REHEARSAL  10:00am – 12:00pm  
Sunday, December 20 Sunday School hour (9:30-10:30) 

 
 

Thanks to all families for your support and especially for the role you play in your children’s faith development.  
Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
~Stephanie Johnson 
 

 
SUPER WEDNESDAY KIDS’ HOUR IS EXPANDING  

 
We’ve been having a lot of fun in our Kids’ Hour for grades 1-5 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on Super Wednesdays. Our 
first unit was on creation, and we spent several weeks learning about it through a variety of activities like art, 
science, creative drama, games, music, and a special visit of live animals from the Blank Park Zoo. Check out 
our collaborative mural that is on display.  We have a good time and have lots of energy.   
 
Starting on Wednesday, December 2, we will be starting a Pray and Play Hour for children who are currently 
in preschool and kindergarten . It will be held simultaneously with Kids’ Hour and will take place in Sunday 
School room 101. If your child is in that age group and has an older sibling in Kids’ Hour, or if you are involved in 
another activity during that time and need care for your child, this could be an option for you. Thanks to Kelley 
Bowermaster for her willingness to serve in this area of ministry. 
 
Pray and Play Hour dates for the remainder of 2009 are December 2, 9, and 16.  



 
 

 
SAVE THE DATES!  

 
Think spring!  Please mark your calendars for some spring and summer events in 2010. We are hoping 
that getting these dates to you well in advance will help with spring and summer family plans. 
 
Saturday, March 13:   CTIM (Called Together in Mission) 
A daylong resource event offering workshops on faith and life development. See the flyer on the office 
announcements bulletin board. Stay tuned for further information. Let’s get a group together again.  
 
Saturday, March 27:   Holy Communion Camp at Grace, 9:30-5:00 
A unique experiential workshop that will be led by Lutheran Lakeside Camp staff here at Grace.  It is 
designed for children who will be doing First Communion classes this year or who have gone through 
the classes in recent years and would enjoy a hands-on experience of learning about this sacrament. 
The registration fee is $35/child and includes all the day’s activities. Flyers are available on the 
children’s and youth bulletin board. To register or ask questions, please contact Stephanie Johnson at 
276-6873 or stephaniejohnson@q.com. 
 
Sunday, June 13 – Friday, June 18:   Confirmation camp at Lutheran Lakeside Camp 
More information and registration information can be found under the youth tab on the camp’s website 
www.LutheranLakeside.com.  Please stay tuned for deadlines for discounted rates. 
 
Sunday, June 27 – Thursday, July 1:   Vacation Bible School 
The theme is to be announced, but mark your calendars for this fun week and invite your friends. 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a Pledge Card? 
 
The 2010 stewardship emphasis is underway. Pledge c ards for the 2010 stewardship emphasis 
can be found: 

·  In the Gathering Hall  
·  On the Web site, www.gracedm.org , or  
·  In the November 22 Sunday bulletin 

 
If you need a pledge card mailed to your home, plea se call the church office. We’re asking 
people to turn in their pledge cards on Sunday, Nov . 22 or Sunday, Nov. 29. 



 
About Esperanza Ministry 

Thanks be to God!  ¡Gracia a Dios! 
 
Through the ministry of Esperanza, people have grown deeper in their faith, grown closer to each other through 
deepening relationships, and invited “the stranger” to become part of our community and experience God’s deep 
love. It’s a community effort – an example of God at work through the English-speaking and Spanish-speaking 
people of Grace for the people of the world. 
 
At this time of Thanksgiving, it’s appropriate to say, Thanks be to God, and thank you! Gracias a Dios 
támbien  – for the following who, in addition to Grace staff and support teams, shared their gifts as part of this 
mutual ministry this year. 
 
El Puente  (“bridge” group):   Maria Anguiano, Elba Calderon, Gene Krauss, Lucy Krauss, Brad Lint, Aurelia 
Mejicanos, Ann Naffier, Juan Ramon Perdomo, Rigo Perdomo, Oscar Porras, Luis Reaza, Josefina Ruiz, 
Samuel Ruiz, Grace Schroeder, Carol Woodruff, Carter Woodruff 
Interpretation:   Matt Jordahl, Roberto Ruiz 
Outreach and community building (outreach events, Bible study, fellowship): Kelley Bowermaster, Salvador 
Canes, Yaritza Canes, Susanne Carney, McKenzie Carney, Fay Cline, Beth Flannery, Mary Helt, Asunción 
Jacobo, Marta Jacobo, Julie Honsey, Scott Honsey, Vilma Lara, Leonard Larsen, Joyce Lewis, Brad Lint, 
Ernestina Reaza, Luis Reaza, Marisol Regalado, Jane Ridnour, Nayeli Rodriguez, Salvador Rodriguez, Josefina 
Ruiz, Nely Ruiz, Karen Taylor, Dan Warren, Carol Woodruff, Carter Woodruff, women of Lydia Circle, Roland 
Zimany 
Worship and music:  Kathy Bowermaster, Juan Calderon, Roberto Escobar, Gricelda Gonzalez, Asunción 
Jacobo, Matt Jordahl, Doug Johnson, Sharon Morse, Vilma Lara, Ernestina Reaza, Luis Reaza, Denny Rehder, 
Pat Rehder, Josefina Ruiz, Samuel Ruiz, Sharon Morse, Cheryl Weatherington, Carol Woodruff, Roland Zimany 

AND 
Community partners:   Elia Cardenas, Max Cárdenas, Dora Camargo, Stacie Franklin, Filipe Gallardo, George 
and Janet Hanusa, Stephanie Louiselle, Miki Matsufugi, Ron Mohr, Michael Sinklier  
Congregational and other partners:   Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Ankeny; Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Altoona; Windsor Heights Lutheran Church; the ELCA 
 
 

Worship in Spanish, Sunday mornings at 10:45 in Esp eranza Chapel. All are welcome! 
 
 
 

Lay Ministry in the Greater Church  
 
News from Lutheran Lakeside Camp: 
Leonard Larsen has recently agreed to serve on Lutheran Lakeside Camp’s Endowment Fund Advisory 
Committee for a one-year term. Outdoor ministry is a very unique way of sharing the good news of God’s love 
through Jesus Christ. Children and adults come together to experience God in a variety of ways and to grow in 
their faith, often in unexpected and life-changing ways. The youth and adults of Grace no doubt have plenty of 
stories of their own to share from confirmation camp or other camping programs. Many thanks to Leonard for his 
part in this important area of God’s work. 
 
News from the Synod: 
As part of a new mission strategy, the Southeastern Iowa Synod has established five new commissions to help 
provide direction and focus to some key areas of ministry. These commissions are in the areas of Church and 
Society, Evangelical Mission, Global Relationships, Rostered Leadership Support, and Vocation and Faith 
Formation. The teams recently met for training sessions and will begin their working meetings in early 2010 with 
initial reports to be presented at the synod assembly in May 2010. Stephanie Johnson is serving a two-year term 
on the Commission for Vocation and Faith Formation and is excited about the opportunity to serve the church in 
this way.  Stay tuned for information about the work of these teams as time goes on. Please keep them in prayer 
as they discern the movement of God’s Spirit. 



 
 

Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting 
October 21, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order by Dan Warren, President. Council members present included Mary Helt, Kristin 
Medhurst, MeLissa Lawson, Rich Snyder, Carla Peterman, Tom Selander, Joyce Lewis, Deanna Weber and 
Denny Rehder. 
 
Pastor Cline submitted his resignation as pastor effective November 22, 2009. The resignation was accepted 
with regret and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Denny Rehder, secretary 
 

 
Minutes 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 
October 27, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Mary Helt presiding in place of an ailing Dan Warren. Council 
members present included Jeff Farrell, Rich Snyder, Deanna Weber, MeLissa Lawson, Carla Peterman, Jon 
Rissman, Tom Selander, Joyce Lewis, Kristin Medhurst and Denny Rehder. 
 
Pastor Cline led devotions, the agenda was adopted and minutes of the August 25th and October 21st meetings 
were approved. 
 
Staff reports were reviewed and accepted. The report from the finance committee was accepted, and, in 
response to a query from the committee, the council reaffirmed the vote last year to set synod benevolence at 
12% of actual income. 
 
The state of the overall economy led to a discussion about the possibility of budgeting and pledging for six 
months, but no action was taken. The ELCA actually is recommending quarterly budgeting, but it was felt that 
would be extreme. 
 
The remaining meeting time was spent discussing with Pastor Cline procedures for an orderly transition as he 
pursues new challenges and the congregation looks to new leadership. Issues raised included discerning 
mission, staffing needs and programming. 
 
The meeting was adjourned, Pastor Cline was excused, and Pastor Eric Carlson, assistant to the Bishop of the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, led a discussion of the means by which the congregation can move forward. His 
comments revolved about the time of farewell, guidelines for pulpit supply and interim ministries, and selection of 
a call committee. He suggested the process could take 12 to 18 months with the interim pastor serving a year or 
more. A call committee would probably be named after the interim pastor is selected. 
 
The council appreciated Pastor Carlson’s affirming words and pledge of assistance to the congregation as the 
process progresses. 
 
No action was taken, but plans were made to continue meeting monthly over the next several months. 
 
The informational session closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Submitted by Denny Rehder, secretary 
 
These minutes have not yet been approved by the Church Council 
 



Special Council Meeting 
Grace Lutheran Church 

November 8, 2009 
 
A special meeting of the Council was held Sunday, November 8, following the exit interview for Pastor Cline. 
 
Dan Warren, Council President, presided with other Council members present including Jeff Farrell, Mary Helt, 
Kristin Medhurst, Carla Peterman, Denny Rehder and Tom Selander. 
 
The agenda dealt with the current stewardship campaign. A brochure to be mailed to all members was approved 
with minor alterations. The council also formally approved promoting a six-month pledge to accommodate 
members who might be feeling financial stress. It is hoped that an upturn in the economy may encourage 
increased giving at the mid-point of 2010. 
    
Submitted by Denny Rehder, Secretary 
 
These minutes have not yet been approved by the Church Council. 
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December 1 Richard Bro 
  Sarah Williamson 
  Deanna Weber 
  Andrew Whitten 
  Josh Lund 
  Willie Kennedy 
     2 Beverly Anderson 
  Clayton Thielking 
  Christopher Barks 
    3 Martha Page 
  Ami Bradwell 
    4 Carter Woodruff 
  Ashlie Barge 
    5 Anna Marie Peterson 
  Duane Ulrick 
  Darlis Honnold 
  Aaron Brandsfield 
    6 Kaye Halvorson 
    7 Corrine Reed 
  Gus Berven 
    8 Robert Ziesman 
  Brian Barks 
  Felicia Adams 
    9 Joy Averill 
  Kay Downard 
  Rosemary Randolph 
  Jack Joyce 
  Salvador Rodriguez 
  10 Steve Young 
  Jessie Whitten 
  Colton Braunschweig 
  11 Burke Shiffler 
  Kari Dostalik 
  Kim Rawlings 
  Tyler Rawlings 
  Elsa Anderson 
  12 Jack Frost 
  13 Dorothy Singh 
  Judy Nyberg 
  Sherry Brindley 
  Bradley Ashton 
  Thomas Garcia 
  14 Nancy Betz 
  Connie May 
  Anthony Garcia 
 15 Mo Grotheer 
  Norman Iverson 
  Diana Billhorn 
  Mary Arndt 
  Matt Ziska 
  Patrick Sullivan 
  17 Lori Salsby 
  18 Helen Fanning 
  Sharon Sindergard 
  Paul Weaver 
  Payton Lawson 
  Katja Rahjes 
  19 Elaine Harper 

   
 
 

20 Richard Naney 
  Shirley Shiffler 
  Sara Gray 
  Jana (Yanders) Peterson 
  Nathan Bickel 
  Sarah Sturm 
  Anthony Whitten 
  21 John Rudisill 
  Chris Janson 
  Cindy May 
  22 Donald Moon 
  Harold Mann 
  Tracie Lillard 
  Quinci Chapman 
  Elizabeth Lewis 
  23 Wayne Curry 
  24 Jon Rutter  
  Stuart Mitchell 
  Diane Jeffries-Ladd 
  Nicole Nelson 
  25 Jeffrey Nelson 
  26 Marlene Bang 
  Kevin Kretschmer 
  27 Barbara Berven 
  Christina Anderson 
  28 Ryan Randolph 
  Michelle Holmes 
  29 Linda Rundle 
  Kevin Krause 
  Robin Randolph 
  Chase Anderson 
 30 Marion Nehmer 
  Brayden Hart 
  Drake Carney 
             31 Verda Swanson 
  Jean Thompson 
  Tina Bickel 
  Connie Jorgenson 
  William Artis 
  Nicholas Best 
  Antonio Sanchez   
       
  

 



 
2009 Christmas Poinsettias 

 
I would like to place a poinsettia plant in the church this Christmas season to the glory of God and 
in: 
 
__________ Loving Memory of                __________ Honor of 
 

Please print the name(s) of those honored or in memory of and the name(s) of those giving the plant, 
exactly the way you would like them to appear in the bulletin. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Poinsettias   ________ 
 
 ____ Please deliver to a home bound member 
 
Given by_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number_________________________________________ 
 
****************   IMPORTANT - THIS SECTION MUST BE  COMPLETED ***************** 
 
Method of payment:   Check __________   or Cash   _________ 
 
Amount of payment ______________Check number_________ 
 

Your check for $8.25 for each plant ordered should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church. The 
plants will be red, pink, or burgundy. Payment must accompany order. Please place order in the 
offering plate or mail to the church office. 
 
*************************************************** ***********************************  
 

Please pick up your plant following the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Friday, December 25, or as 
soon as possible. Thanks! 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS 
Tuesday, December 8. 

 


