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"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus ..." Hebrews 12:1

Perhaps the best way to greet you for the first time on this page is with
my favorite Bible verse. Once again, in a new place, | have found
myself surrounded by another "cloud of withnesses". You have asked
me to come and "run ... the race” of life in Christ with you for a while as
you wonder together about who GRACE is now and what you will be in
the future to which God calls us. As your interim pastor (that title will
take a bit of getting used to for me), | will listen, ask, worship and hope
with you in preparation for another pastor of your calling.

Much of my early life was spent in Pelican Rapids, MN, where my dad
was a pastor. | graduated from Concordia College in Moorhead, MN,
and Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Ordained in 1975, I've served
parishes in Ashley, ND, Cottage Grove, MN, Grand Forks, ND, And
Anoka, MN. This is my first interim position so we will learn together.
My wife, Susan, is an editor with Fortress Press, part of Augsburg
Fortress Publishing House in Minneapolis. She'll join me here on
occasional weekends. A son, Andrew, lives and works in Minneapolis,
and our daughter, Anna, teaches first grade in Denver, Colorado.

I thank you for the warm reception I've received and for the staff and
many of you who have made this transition such a good experience.
Now, to more important things ...

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP IN LENT
THE CATECHISM: ONE MORE TIME / "This is most certainly true"

Feb. 24 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS /The Law is Gospel (from "I
Am" to "man/maidservants")

Mar. 3 THE CREED / | believe ... that | can't?

Mar. 10 THE LORD'S PRAYER / "When you pray, pray like this ...?

(Jesus)

Mar. 17 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM / The 'picture’ of
grace

Mar. 24 THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR / The perpetual picnic
... "for you"

continued on next page



Continued from page 1

For longtime Lutherans, Luther's Small Catechism was the heart of their confirmation. It was, for many, a less
than pleasant experience! For others, it's a phrase that they've heard, been told that it's important, but may
wonder why. For five Wednesdays in Lent, we will gently walk through these teachings that are at the center,
not only of the Lutheran tradition but of the Christian faith. No memory work required ... promise!

Please join me and other members of Grace for these moments of worship and learning. We'll use the familiar
"Holden Evening Prayer" as our worship guide, enjoy the company of other "witnesses" and take a different
look at an old treasure. Come and invite others to join you in following Jesus this Lenten season at Grace.

Pastor Tim Johnson

DMARC Fourth Annual Soup Supper
and Fund Raiser

Want to help the local food pantry?
Like to eat a hot bow! of soup in the
winter? Enjoy handmade things,
especially pottery? Then the 4th
Annual Food Pantry Soup Supper is for you! On
Sunday, February 21, St. John’s Lutheran Church,
600 6™ Avenue downtown Des Moines, will host the
supper from 4:30 — 7:00 p.m. and will feature chili,
chicken noodle and vegan garden vegetable soups.
Cost is $10.00 per person. Local clay artists have
been busy creating bowls to donate to the supper.
With the purchase of your ticket, you will be able to
choose a handmade clay bowl while supplies last.
Call Marion Nehmer about tickets, 331-9048.
Questions can be directed to Nancy Gooding at
418.8898. Find out more about DMARC at
http://www.dmreligious.org/aspx/services/emergenc
yfoodpantries.aspx.

Men in Mission

Men in Mission will meet at 6:30 p.m. on March 11
(the second Thursday of the month). The men’s
group at Immanuel Methodist Church will be our
guests and they will provide the program. Come
join us for great food and a fine program.

Lutheran World Relief
Spring Drive

The LWR supply of Health Kits remains critically
low as requests for assistance increase. The kits
contain basic hygiene supplies to help reduce
spread of germs and disease around the world.
The Grace Women LWR Committee has doubled
the number we purchase with your contributions.
This spring, we will be shipping 150 Health Kits, 50
School Kits, plus quilts. With money coming in
during the Spring Drive on March 7 through

March 21 , we will try to put together more kits. Kits
are being shipped to various countries like the
Philippines, Guatemala, and Tanzania. Kits will be
on display on those dates in March as noted above.

Lutheran Lakeside Camp Work Days

Come join fellow Grace members on a trip to
Lutheran Lakeside Camp in Spirit Lake. We will
leave Grace at 3:00 p.m. May 2 and arrive at camp
by 5:30. In exchange for the meals and lodging
provided by the camp, it is our goal to have a good
time and do a little work for the camp. Work ranges
from cleaning, painting, installing mattresses on
bunks to repairs around the Camp. Ranger Z has a
very long list for us to work on. If you have any
specific talents you would like to share let me know.
Right now the plan is to stay until Wednesday, May
5, leaving camp at 3:00 p.m. Length of stay can
vary per individual. You could stay all week if you
want.

If you are interested in going along or would like
more information, contact Len Ringgenberg at 255-
2395.



Youth Garage Sale * Plant Sale * Bake Sale * Lunch
Saturday, May 1, 2010 (a week earlier than usual)

Think Spring! It's flower order time!!!

The pots on our decks are full of snow, but it is time to think warm thoughts and plan how wonderful they will
look when it warms up. The Annual Plant Sale pre-orders will be taken during March. Orders are due by March
28 and plant delivery will be May 1. Order forms will be available at the church or will be available to download
from the Web site in March.

Garage sale donations will be taken April 27-30 __, but it's never too early to start thinking about what you
would like to donate this year. We take items that are clean and in good condition , such as, books, tools,
small furniture, toys, clothes, housewares, etc. Leftovers are taken to Goodwill so we cannot accept golf clubs,
golf carts, air purifiers or humidifiers, as Goodwill will not accept these items.

All proceeds from the sales will go toward the cost of the 2012 National Youth Gathering Trip to New Orleans
and a high school summer trip. Thank you so much for your support of our youth!!

High School Youth Lunch and Bowling
Sunday, February 28, Noon-3:00 p.m.

You are invited to have lunch (walking tacos) at the church, and then go bowling at Merle Hay Lanes. Friends
are welcome and you will need $7 for bowling. Please let us know if you can attend by calling or texting Beth
Flannery at 314-1022, Linda Gronert at 360-1231 or Lori Fry at 669-5177

First Communion Information

Wed., March 10 and Wed., March 24 - First Communion classes for children grades 2 and above, and their
parents, will take place at 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Grace Hall. There is no cost.

Sat., March 27 - Optional Holy Communion Camp (cost: $35) that will be held at Grace (Please see article
below.)

Sunday, March 21 - The children will make their First Communion ceramic chalices (cost: $17) from 1-2:30
p.m. at Whatta Dish in West Des Moines.

Maundy Thursday, April 1 _ -The celebration of First Communion at 6:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Stephanie Johnson in the Church Office.

Holy Communion Camp at Grace
Saturday, March 27, 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

“Hey Jesus! What's for Supper?” is the name of an exciting hands-on experience designed for children who
have gone through First Communion classes in recent years or who will be doing that this year.  Join us
and children from other Lutheran congregations as we dive into this unique opportunity led by staff from
Lutheran Lakeside Camp. The cost is $35 per child, and the registration deadline is March 19 . It is designed
to be a supplement to the First Communion classes that we have here at Grace. Contact Stephanie Johnson
for details and registration information. Parents are welcome to attend at no additional cost.




With Heartfelt Thanks

Dear Auxiliary and Church Members:

Our sincere thanks for all the gifts, contributions, your time and talents and mostly your continued support to
Trinity Center at Luther Park. Staff, as well as the residents, thank each of you personally for all you have done
in 2009.

Thanks to all of you, Christmas was fantastic! Families and residents have spoken often of the lovely gifts
received by our residents. We all need to feel special from time to time and that is what the Auxiliary and
church members have done for our residents. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. You have made all of
us feel special as well.

We are looking forward to our continued relationship with the Auxiliary and wish each of you good health and
happiness throughout the year.

Yours very truly,
Denny Bradshaw
Director Activities and Volunteers

Dear Grace Lutheran Congregation:

Words alone are not enough to express our sincere gratitude for the generosity of the people of Grace
Lutheran Church this past Christmas. The people who receive supports from Mosaic in our group homes had a
much brighter and merrier Christmas, thanks to the generous gifts your congregation donated and placed
under the trees. Thank you, also, to those who coordinated these efforts and did temple talks to promote this
giving program.

God’s love and grace truly are reflected in you all. Thank you for all you do for the people of Mosaic and for
your continued care and support.

In His Name,
The Staff and Clients of Mosaic

IN MEMORIAM
Memorial In Memory of:
Grace Endowment Fund Don Engquist
New piano for Grace Hall Wally Anderson

Sarah Hoffman
Cliff Swanson




There is a beautiful wooden cross hanging in Grace Hall | between the windows. This was lovingly crafted by
Don Swanson, a soon-to-be new member of Grace, in memory of his father, Cliff Swanson. If you haven't
already done so, take a moment to enjoy its beauty. It is an eye catching piece of work.

New to the Gathering Hall display case is Barb Tussing’s clown collection. We have enjoyed several wonderful
collections that have been shared by various people, and now we can let the clowns chase away some of the
winter doldrums. Stop and visit them when you get a chance.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone”
(1 Cor. 12:4-6).

If you have a desire to tap into people’s gifts and talents, then being the volunteer coordinator of the rotating
displays in the case may be for you! It's a great way to get to know people and discover some hidden talents,
and it also doesn't take a lot of time. If you'd like to be a part of this, please contact Stephanie Johnson. It's
such a valuable ministry.

i
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Got Popcorn?

Popcorn! Get your fresh popcorn!

Grace now owns a popcorn machine! The Lay Ministry team has recently purchased one for use here at
Grace. Any groups in the church that would like to use it for an event or meeting are welcome to do so at any
time. The machine is currently stored in the kitchen pantry. The oil and salt can be found on a shelf as well.
Unpopped popcorn kernels need to be provided. Replenishment of ingredients can be done at Sam’s Club,
although other stores may carry them as well.

Directions are written on the popcorn machine itself, and the recipe can be found on the bottles of ingredients.
Please take the time to clean the machine and kettle with soap and water after each use to make it usable for
the next group.

Eat and enjoy!
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Esperanza Ministry: YOU Are Needed
Ways to Get Involved and Make a Difference

Being in ministry doesn’t always take much money or any money. But being in ministry does take people who
have gifts and are willing to share them.

Right now, Esperanza Ministry has specific needs — and YOU might have the gifts to fill the need. These needs

are:

Someone to lead a four-week bilingual class on the unique contribution of the Lutheran voice to Christianity
and a bilingual class using "Opening the Book of Faith” materials that we now have in Spanish.

Someone to lead the effort to identify, plan and stage, with help from our Spanish-speaking members, an
outreach event at Grace specifically for the Latino community — focused on a date on the calendar (such as
Mothers’ Day) or a relevant topic (such as health).

Someone to pay special attention to our Latino middle school/early high school-age youth and plan, with
their input, occasional intentional activities specifically for them and others, such as a movie night, game
night, or indoor soccer.

Someone to work with Julie Honsey and the ladies of Esperanza on English language learning, help that
could be offered to the greater community, something as easy as teaching the English ABCs.

Someone willing to provide child care when activities for their parents are happening.
Someone with a love for music to help identify hymns and work with the community to learn new songs that
are culturally-relevant and take a traditional European service and identify ways it might be made more

welcoming to new immigrants unfamiliar with the current style of worship.

Someone to go through a Spanish version of Stephen’s Ministry to become better equipped to minister to
those who are hospitalized or jailed.

Someone to provide transportation to get members to and from church when the need arises.

Someone to help the collective learn simple phrases in each other’s language — “Hello,” “How are you?”
“Welcome,” and the Lord’s Prayer, our common prayer.

Can you help? Contact Ellen Wonderlin, Coordinator for Latino Outreach, ellenwonderlin@aol.com, 276-6873.
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| ADULT EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND! |

Raising Rock Solid Kids In A Pleasure Driven World

Parents, please join us in a value-packed parenting workshop. This informative yet fun workshop is designed by
Kevin Leman, who is an internationally known Christian psychologist, best-selling author, speaker and media
personality. The workshop will meet during the education hour (9:30 - 10:30) from February 21 through April 11
in room 103. Below are topics we will explore with Dr. Leman.

The 10 best gifts you'll ever give your child

How to listen to your child

Discipline

Ten ways to improve your child's self-confidence

Warning signs before tempers flare

Birth order and what you need to know about it

The negative influences of the internet, the media, and technology

Upcoming Adult Forums

February 21 Green Team Update Kathy Bowermaster
February 28 Fair Trade Coffee Denny Rehder

March 7, 14, 21 A Three-Week Study titled: Ending Hunger Now. Is It Possible?

Resource: Ending Hunger Now by McGovern, Dole, and Messer

Purpose: To have class participants discuss the title's question: to specifically look at the ethical and
sustainability issues, and to end the class with a discussion about what Grace Lutheran might do based on what
they have learned in the class, what Grace is already doing, and what possibilities there are for being actively
involved in ending childhood hunger in the greater Des Moines area by 2015.

Guest Speakers: LaVon Griffieon, owner of Griffieon Farm in Ankeny, and Diana Sickles, who works with Food &
Faith: Making the Connection, followed by Food & Faith: A Call to Action and the Coalition in Support of Hungry
Children.

Called Together in Mission (CTIM ) is a synod-wide event that is coming up in Cedar Rapids on Saturday,
March 13. It is a daylong event from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and includes a variety of workshops and a keynote
speaker. Topics for the workshops include childhood hunger, evangelism, global mission, building relationships,
prayer, financial stewardship, therapeutic gardens, understanding grief, congregational diversity, and many
more.

In addition to choosing two workshops out of 27 options, you will also have the opportunity to hear the Rev. Dr.
Mary Hinkle Shore as she delivers a keynote address and leads everyone in a Bible study. She is the Assistant
Professor of the New Testament at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN and is a very engaging and humorous
presenter.

The registration deadline is February 28 , and the cost is $25 per person, which includes lunch. Please contact
Stephanie Johnson if you are interested in going.



The Center for Renewal at Grand View University has some educational opportunities which might interest
you. The Center for Renewal is a cooperative ministry between Grand View University and the Southeastern
lowa Synod, and it offers a School of Ministry as well as other events and services designed to renew individuals
and congregations.

Upcoming School of Ministry classes include:

The Role of the Seminary in a Rapidly Changing World — Monday, March 15, 7:00-9:00pm
Seeing Change as Challenge and Opportunity — Monday, April 19 — 7:00-9:00pm
Connecting Sunday to Monday through Vocation — Monday, May 17 — 7:00-9:00pm

In addition, the Center for Renewal is offering the following two sessions at a cost of $20/person or $125 for a
group of 7 or more:

Evening Session: Simplicity Begins at Home — Wednesday, April 28, 7:00-9:00pm
Morning Session: Simplicity Goes to Church — Thursday, April 29, 9:00-11:30am

For further information  on any of the Center for Renewal opportunities, please contact Delores Larsen at 278-
1326. You may also explore the Center’s website at www.renewingchurch.org.

Packets of information about all of the above events and classes are located in the Gathering Hall and on the
table outside Grace Hall 1.

Registration costs for above opportunities may be subsidized by the Lay Ministry Team. Please see a member of
the Lay Ministry Team (photos on Gathering Hall bulletin board) or Stephanie Johnson for more information
about that.

Church Services to Go

If you missed a service or would like to "revisit" a service, DVDs of the Sunday services are available for check
out in the church library. The library will maintain about two months of services. If you can't find the service you
are looking for, please call Diane Heid at 254-0379.




New Stewardship Team!

Many thanks go out to Jay Wangerin, Kevin Krause, Tom Selander, Leonard Larsen, and Doug Johnson for their
willingness to serve as our new Stewardship Team. They have recently volunteered to guide Grace in this
important area as the coming months unfold. Please lend them your support as time goes on. Thanks to the
Stewardship Team for your important work!

AS GOD’S REDEEMED CHILDREN,
WE ARE HIS STEWARDS BY HIS
CALL AND THROUGH HIS GRACE.

“You did not choose me, but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last.” (John 15:16).

Ordinary People Doing the Extraordinary

Scripture is full of instances where God has used ordinary people like us
to accomplish extraordinary things. He chose a stammering Moses to
lead his people out of bondage, self-serving fishermen, James and John,
to lead his Church and spread the Gospel, impulsive Peter's confession
upon which to build his Church, and Paul, who spoke of a thorn in his
flesh, to be the first great missionary of the Christian Church. God uses
imperfect people, those whom the world considers weak and flawed, to
extend his kingdom. When we allow ourselves to be used by God in
whatever way he chooses, he takes our meager talents and blesses
them.

Prayer: Lord, with the same strength that you used to raise Jesus from

the dead, parted the Red Sea, and restored sight to the blind, transform me into a person who is eager and
willing to do your will. Change me, Lord, into a person who depends on your strength and wisdom. | pray in the
precious name of Jesus. Amen.

Blessings on your stewardship journey!

- “Steward Builders”, a year-round stewardship publication
Additional newsletters are available in the Gathering Hall and outside Grace Hall 1




Music Notes........

Yvonne and | have a weakness for flowers. Each spring we scour many of the local nursery’s for the newest
hybridized plants that have been released for sale. We are constantly looking for new places to day-trip and
examine the nursery stock. We check to be sure it is zoned correctly for our area, the hardiness of the plant, the
color of the flower, and the design of the foliage. We have many flower beds in our yard, either shade, partial
shade, or full sun, and we constantly look for flowers that will blend in with the other established plants. It is fun
to see the new plants that are available. Much love and care is taken to create a new design and variety of an
old standard. We have many favorite plants, each for different reasons. Perhaps it’s for their blossom, or their
foliage, or reliability, or their uniqueness. We have some flowers that were from our homes where we each were
raised, and that gives them an added reason to be special. As | write this, the snow depth tells me that | must
wait a little longer for these plants to start to emerge and begin their re-growth and renewal just as we wait for
Easter.

It is good to have Pastor Tim here at Grace. It was excellent to work with Pastor Mike and Pastor Doug as we
went through December and January while we waited for the Interim Pastor. Their expertise in planning was
superior and greatly appreciated and made it easy to plan services. Thank you for being here and willing to help
us move on. Now the planning for Lent and Easter is in full forward mode. Pastor Tim and | have spent several
hours working at planning the services. It has been a pleasure to discuss ideas and styles for the Lenten
services. The Grace Brass, Grace Bells, Youth Bells, and Chancel Choir have been working on a wide variety of
styles and music that will enhance the services.

During Lent there will be a change in the Wednesday evening rehearsal times. The Youth Choir and Chapel
Chimers will both take a “break.” They will resume on the Wednesday, April 7", following Easter. The Youth
Bells will move rehearsal to 5:40-6:10. The Chancel Choir will now rehearse from 5:30-6:15. The Grace Bells will
practice at 7:15 (or immediately following Wednesday service) and go to 8:15. Please be aware of these times.
Our Wednesday evening services will be at 6:30 with a hymn sing preceding the service. The Soup Supper will
be from 5:00-6:00.

On February 27, the Des Moines Choral Society will present a concert at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in West
Des Moines. Featured on the concert will be portions of J.S. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. The concert will begin
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available by contacting Jane Rider and seating is limited.

The Grandview College Choir from Grandview College, Des Moines, will be a part of our worship services on
February 28. The choir is preparing for their upcoming choir tour through Alabama and Mississippi. A wide
variety of music and styles is included in their tour program and portions of that program will be presented during
the worship services.

The Worship Committee will be meeting in March. If you have any items for us to discuss, please tell Leonard
Larsen, Bill Henderson, Shirley Shiffler, Mary Jo McCleary, Dan Warren, Matt Jordahl, Diane Jessen, Sherry
Merkwan or me, and we will place it on the agenda.

It is a pleasure to serve the people of Grace. See you in church.

RICH



Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Columbarium Fund
As of December 28, 2009

Cash Balance of December 31, 08 $9814.06
Receipts:
Interest on funds $4.74

Disbursements:
Cash Balance of December 28, 2009 $9818.80

The Columbarium Committee met in December and discussed what we needed to prepare for year end. Since
no niches were purchased in 2009 we talked about getting together an insert for the Sunday bulletin that would
explain the Columbarium. It was decided we would meet in January and get this information to the Church
Council and work on the insert.

1) We need to supply a list of assigned niches to the Church Council and a listing of the names of the deceased
whose remains have been inurned in the Columbarium.

2) Every person who purchased a niche needs to have a Certificate of Ownership of the niche. Barb will get the
list together and we will turn it in with our year-end report. She will check with members who purchased niches to
make sure they received the certificate of ownership.

The Columbarium Committee members are Alice Nelson, Barb Tussing, Jerry Westercamp, John Roehrick, and
Bill Jensen.
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10

11
12

13
14

15

Mary Johansen
Rachel Ferin
Rebecca Sonius
Kristen Snyder
Donald York
Kimberly Vance
Wade Book
Robert Gannon
Greg Hefner
Delmar Niemuth
Gary Yanders
Jim Vanderhill
Renee Mulvihill
Matthew Heid
Deanna Johnson
Sarah Merkwan
Brent Culp
Katherine Scholl
Janet Gift

La Vonne Mitchell
Robert Cramer
Andrew Goff
Pablito Ramos
Patty Flannery
Nadine Garcia
Tammy Hagerty
Jacquelyn Holmes
Sarah Zdenek
Andrew Keller
Rachael Nelson
Lathrop Preston
Sally Niffenegger
Barbara Nelson
James Johnson
Melissa Ford

Bill Jensen
Evelyn Knudsen
Ann Warren
Lydia McCleary
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24

25

26
27

29

30

31

Paulette Clemens
Kathy Bowermaster
Beth Flannery
Aaron Oberhart
Benjamin Honsey
Joann Jensen
Thomas Selander
Robert Sauerman
Emma Ashton

Lois Rose

Cleone Oberg
William Malloy
Diane Westercamp
Kerri Bever

Haley Turner
Karen Taylor
Janet Kjellberg
Susan Miller
Angela Allen
Jerilyn Martin
Louis Anderson
Rick Harmon
Carolyn Diaz

Scott Taylor

Mary Jo McCleary
Beau Brindley
Arlene Janson
Debra Parker

Mike Wohlford
Ryan Nordeen
Kimberly Bruns
Stephanie Johnson
Sierra Carney
Sharon Schwemler
Elly Peterman
Kristin Medhurst
Curt Chenoweth
Alton Ladd

Daniel Gutmann
Amy Morris
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