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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday - March 28 — Holy Communion at 8:15 and

10:45. Spanish Worship with Holy Communion at 12:00 p.m. in
Esperanza Chapel

Maundy Thursday - April 1 — Holy Communion at 11:00
a.m. with a Luncheon following at 12:00. Holy Communion at
6:30 p.m., with First Communion.

Good Friday - April 2 — Worship at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 3 — Open Prayer Vigil in Upper Room from
10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday — April 4 — Holy Communion at 6:30 a.m.,
8:15, a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Breakfast will be served from 7:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Spanish Worship with Holy Communion at
12:00 p.m. in Esperanza Chapel, followed by an Esperanza
Easter Celebration at 1:00 p.m.

Family Easter Event on Easter Sunday

We invite children and their families to join us Easter Sunday at 9:45 in
Room 102 for an Easter celebration. We will rejoice as we listen to an
Easter story followed by an Easter egg hunt. Children and families
please join us in the glorious celebration!
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GOD'S GREAT SURPRISE

It was 6AM Easter Sunday, my first Easter in a new parish, and | was trying to prepare myself for the five
services at which | would preach between 6:30 am and 1 in the afternoon. As | approached my office | saw an
Easter basket leaning against the door. To be honest, I'm not much for Easter baskets, fake grass, solid sugar
chicks or chocolate bunnies. BUT | do like cards and there was one attached. Inside was a delightful note of
kind words and the promise that her prayers would be with me through the day. It was signed, "Grandma",
which would be wonderful ... except both my grandmothers had been dead for over 48 years!

I would not find out till months later that | had been "adopted"” by an elderly woman in the congregation who,
somehow discovering that | had no grandmothers, decided to be mine! She continues in that role.

God is like that. Just when we are sure that death wins all the time, God comes with a surprise. When we are
sure that it will only get darker, the sun/SON rises. When we are sure that cemeteries are destination points,
we are led (though not without pain) into new beginnings. Just when I'm sure I'll never get to hug 'my' grandma,
one appears to offer a hug at the door most every Sunday for 10 years.

It sounds like Easter to me, but perhaps we've celebrated it so many times we've lost the ability to be
surprised, to be blessed. Or maybe the earth-shaking reality of that first Easter gets lost in the sugary chicks,
chocolate bunnies and fake grass. Perhaps the power of the Easter message is over.

It was the week after Easter and the family was traveling together. In the parents' conversation was heard the
line, "Well, now that Easter's over ...". A small, but very sure voice responded, "But Easter's never over!" Not
as long as 'grandmas' hug and little ones share faith, the church sings loudly and responds with desperate

hope to the claim, "Christ is Risen!" HE IS RISEN INDEED!

Pastor Tim

Easter Lilies and Flowering Plants

Easter is approaching and so is the time to order
lilies and flowering plants to decorate the church.
Again this year, you are able to order either type of
plant and have the option of taking the plant home
or having it delivered to a homebound member.
Order forms will be available in the Friendly Visitor
and as an insert in the March 21* bulletin. The last
day to order is Monday, March 22. Please pay at
the time you order. This year you can assist in
delivery of the plants to our homebound members.
A sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Hall.

IMPORTANT VOLUNTEER REMINDER

If you are responsible for returning to the office any
offerings for Sunday morning coffee time, Super
Wednesdays, soup suppers, or Sunday School,
please place it in a sealed and marked envelope
and leave it in the bottom right drawer of the file
cabinet in the office. That will make it easier for our
office staff and volunteers to find it when it needs to
be counted. Thanks so much for your help.

Dear Grace Friends:

Thank you so much for all your prayers and kind
words. It is the thoughtfulness of people, such as
you, that help give us the spiritual strength for the
days ahead as we remember, and miss Sue &
Steve’s father, Robert Young. A special thank you
for the wonderful lunch that the ladies provided.
The food was a great comfort.

Sincerely,

Sue & Louie Anderson

Steve & Melissa Young

Sympathy is extended to the
ABE™Y  Meadows family on the death of
' G)‘ 7>Z  Tina's mother, Rhoda Uhlinger.
S%ﬁletﬁ Rhoda passed away on February
Ypal™ 19 and funeral services were held
\§\ on Feb. 22, at Westover Chapel in
Des Moines.

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of
Corrine Reed, who passed away on March 7.
Graveside services were on March 12, at Fairview
Cemetery in Dows, lowa.



Spanish/English Class

The class to help Spanish-speakers learn to say
the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and other parts of the
worship service in English will resume on Sundays
at 9:30 in Cafe Esperanza after Easter. Contact
Julie Honsey, 282-8817.

MEN IN MISSION

Men in Mission will meet on Thursday, April 8, at
6:30 p.m. Our speaker will be Doug Johnson,
President/CEO of Lutheran Services in lowa, who
will speak about the activities of LSI. Come, join
us.

"COSTA RICAN ADVENTURES"
SUNDAY, APRIL 11
2:00 p.m. in Grace Hall 2.

Come hear about Pat and Denny Rehder's
adventures from their recent trip to Costa Rica,
including their experiences volunteering in an
indigenous community near the Panamanian
border. Photos, video, displays and Costa Rican
coffee. You won't want to miss this special
program!

Graduation Time Approaches

This is the time of year when high school seniors
are approaching a milestone in their lives —
GRADUATION! On Sunday, May 23 we will be
recognizing graduating high school seniors during
worship. Families, please make a note of that day
and stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, if
you have a soon-to-be graduate in your family,
please contact the church office so that we can be
sure our records are correct. Thank you!

Lutheran Lakeside Camp Work Days

Come join fellow Grace Members on a trip to
Lutheran Lakeside Camp, Spirit Lake, IA. Leave
Grace at 2:00 p.m. May 2™ and arrive at Camp by
5:30. In exchange for the meals and lodging
provided by the Camp, it is our goal to have a good
time and do a little work for the camp. Work ranges
from cleaning, painting, installing mattresses on
bunks to repairs around the Camp. Ranger Z has a
very long list for us to work on. If you have any
specific talents you would like to share let me know.
Right now the plan is to stay until Wednesday, May
5" leaving camp at 2:00 p.m. Length of stay can
vary per individual. You could stay all week if you
want. We currently have 4 people going. Come, join
us.

If you are interested in going along, contact Len
Ringgenberg at 255-2395 for more information.

Lutheran Lakeside Camp Needs Nurses

Lutheran Lakeside Camp is in need of volunteer
nurses this summer. One of the perks is that
nurses’ children go free to camp! If you would like
to volunteer one or more of the following dates,
please contact Carolyn Fritsch at 712-336-2109 or
e-mail: Carolyn@Lutheran Lakeside.com. The
dates are June 13-18, June 20-25, June 27-July 2,
July 4-8 (Special Needs), July 11-16, July 25-30,
and August 1-6.

Look for this new book in our church
Library...

The Reformation of Image by Joseph Leo Koerner
— The author is a professor of history of art and
architecture at Harvard University. He is the
nephew of church member Pat Bordt. The book
was the winner of the Ace International Book
Award. Koerner has written several other books
and wrote and hosted the series “The Northern
Renaissance for BBC television.

The Reformation of Image compellingly shows how
visual art became indispensable to a religious
movement built on words. It also reveals in
Protestant images a powerful instance of modern
disenchantment: the disappearance of magic both
from images and from the world.




Attention all VBS campers!

Jambo! That means hello in Swahili, and it’s just one of the many things we’ll be learning at VBS camp this year.
The theme is “Baobab Blast,” and it will take us on a wild journey to the African savannah. What better way to
spend a week of your summer vacation than to hear the lions roar and the drums beat, and to gather underneath
the branches of the great baobab tree? God’'s Great Get-Together is all about community and it will be a
BLAST! Characters like Sam the Meerkat and Jonathan the Giraffe will be guiding us on our way, and we may
even have a visit from a familiar friend from last year.... So grab your safari hats — you're in for a wild ride this
year!

Baobab Blast is for children ages 3 through those currently in 5™ grade, but lest you think that VBS camp is just
for kids — fear not! There are plenty of opportunities for older youth and adults to be involved. YOUR help is
needed for a safe and adventurous journey. Stop by the VBS display in the Gathering Hall in early April to learn
more. Registration information will be available by then as well, but in the meantime, here’s what you need to
know:

Dates: Sunday, June 27 — Thursday, July 1

Time: Sunday, 10:00am-12:30pm, followed by potluck picnic
Monday through Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm
Before and after care available from 8:00-9:00am and 4:00-5:30pm Mon-Thurs

Ages: 3 year-olds through those currently in 5" grade (Please note: The 3-5 year-old program will be
available on Sunday and then on Monday through Thursday from 9:00am-12:00pm only.)

Family Night: Thursday, July 1 from 5:30-6:30pm

Cost: FREE! (Thanks to an Endowment grant)

WANTED: Egg carton containers for a dozen eggs (no styrofoam, please) — a donation box will be available at
the display center in early April. Thank you!!

LOGO

IN MEMORIAM

We acknowledge with appreciation the following memorial:

Memorial In Memory of
La Voz de la Esperanza Stanley Johnson
Wood Cross in Grace Hall Cliff Swanson
Eternal Light Candles Frank B. Graham and Philip E. Graham
Baptism, Communion & Pentecost Banners Alice Christianson

All memorials are recorded in the Book of Memoaries in the wall case in the Gathering Hall. Please stop by to
see a list of the many memorials over the years.

Stewardship Corner (from “Steward Builders,” a year-round stewardship publication)




A Sure and Certain Hope

Hebrews 11 begins with very familiar words: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of
what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). The rest of the chapter is devoted to those whom we call “heroes of faith.”
We read about Abel and his sincere sacrifice, Enoch who pleased God, Noah who built an ark, Abraham who
followed God to a place he didn’'t know, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, even Rahab, the prostitute, along with
judges, kings, and prophets of God'’s people — all servants of God who, through faith, pleased him with their acts
of obedience. “The world was not worthy of them” (Hebrews 11:38), the writer concludes.

“None of them received what had been promised” (verse 39), but they believed. They were sure of what
they hoped for and certain of what they could not see. We, too live by faith. We didn’'t see Jesus on the cross;
we didn’t see his risen body; we didn’t watch him ascend into the clouds, but we, too, are sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we cannot see. We have an advantage, though. We are on the other side of Calvary.
We have the Word of God, given us through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, written by those who were in
Gethsemane, those who did stand at the foot of the cross, those who did run to find the tomb empty, those who
did touch his hands and sides, those who did stand staring into the heavens when Christ ascended.

Those eyewitnesses turned the world upside down, because they themselves had been turned upside
down. Those who had deserted him (Mark 14:50), denied him (Mark 14:66-72), and hid themselves away in a
locked room in fear (John 20:19) were transformed by the living Christ. They came out of the room, they
declared themselves his followers and servants, and they found they could not “help speaking about what [they]
had seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

And that's how we know. We have hope built on faith passed on to us by God’s people through the
power of God’'s Spirit. And that's how others will know — by our “speaking about what we [have] seen and
heard.” This is our awesome and joyous privilege and responsibility as God'’s stewards.

Remembering Good Friday

Easter is right around the corner, but, without Good Friday, there would be no
Easter. Look, then, on the suffering servant. Hear again the story of his
Passion. Think anew of the ridicule and physical torment he endured even
before his walk to Golgotha. Ponder his last words from the cross on which
he hung in agony: “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit” (John 19:30). Focusing on this event in history reminds us again of
the great cost Jesus paid for our salvation and leads us to worship and praise
him with all we are and have.

Prayer: Lord, | am blessed through the blood that Jesus shed on the cross '
of Calvary. You have forgiven all my sin. You have removed from me and forgotten all that separated me from
you. | thank you for the peace and joy that come from being in you. Grant me the confidence and the passion to|
proclaim boldly the Gospel to all people. In Christ's name | pray. Amen.

Blessings on your stewardship journey!




Music Notes...........

What does an organ selection, hymn, or anthem contain that gets it “selected” to be used during a certain
worship service? | bet that is a question you sometimes ask yourself as you leave the sanctuary or service.
Just what was that crazy music director thinking in a certain music selection? The first thing is how it fits with
the text of the sermon. The text is brought in, suggested hymns are perused, and a sketch is made. The
anthem is inserted. Ifitis a choral piece for the week, we discuss where it might need to be placed in the
service. While there is a “set pattern” for the service, there are times we need to move parts to enhance the
worship service. |try to select communion hymns that people KNOW so that they may sing as they come
forward to receive the elements. | hope people come to the table with joy in their hearts and a song on their lips.
The organ music is selected to fit the season or mood the service. There are many wonderful selections by
“proven” and new composers. The Brass, Bells and Youth Choir are all inserted to help enhance a specific
service.

Hymn selection is the most interesting. There are many fine hymns in this hymnal. | remember several years
ago that the Methodist Church unveiled a new hymnal with NEW hymns. It was shortly after the merger of the
Evangelical United Brethen and the United Methodist Church. That doesn't always set well with members of
congregations. Then came a “supplement” that included some hymns that were omitted, or old tunes/new
words, or made non-gender. (Sound familiar?) We try to use a variety hymns to enhance the scripture and
sermon. Sometimes there are favorite words set to a different tune. (For me, “Love Divine” goes to a tune not
in the ELW. It does take some rethinking!)

As you read this edition, Pastor Tim and | will be putting the final touches on all the services for Holy Week and
Easter. Please check the schedule for these services. Each service is given careful consideration to its
content, text and music used. The Brass, Bells, and Chancel Choir, each have been working diligently on music
for each of these services.

On February 28", the Grand View Collge Choir presented several selections for our worship service. In my
limited historical knowledge of Grace, | believe this was the first time they had been here. | am certainly glad
that they finally came to us. This congregation was so supportive of these musicians. Thank you for your
generosity through the free-will offering. It will help them offset some of their cost. Their home concert will be
held March 28" at Luther Memorial Church beginning at 3:00 PM. Besides the selections they sang at Grace,
there will be many other compositions. A highlight will be Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb. | remember
singing this on my sophomore choir tour. It is a highly emotional work that | hope many can experience. The
Luther College Orchestra will be in concert at Faith Lutheran Church on March 26" at 7:30 PM. A free-will
offering will be taken following the concert. At least 3 congregation members of Grace are alumni of the Luther
Orchestra organizations; Matt Jordahl, Kristen Snyder, and Tyler Reihmann.

| want to leave you with a hymn with very powerful words that | recently used for a funeral. | have included the
first and third verses for you to read. They were written by Natalie Sleeth. May you have a happy Easter.

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will

soon be free! In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, Unrevealed until its
season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity, In
our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can
see.

As always, it is a pleasure to serve the people of Grace. See you in church.

RICH




GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
February 23, 2010

Present: Mary Helt, Pastor Johnson, John Rissman, Carla Peterman, Joyce Lewis, Rich Snyder, Gary Nehmer,
Kathy Bowermaster, Dan Warren, Kristin Medhurst, Julie Honsey

Devotions were led by Mary Helt who expanded on the Ephesians Bible study.
Agenda approved.

Staff Reports

>

>

>

Pastor Johnson expressed the need for clarification regarding how much time he is to spend with
Esperanza in worship. There is a tentative bilingual service being planned for late March at 10:45 that
will include a Latino baptism.

Melissa will talk to Heather regarding a discrepancy between the Preschool Director’s budget report and
the Finance Committee’s budget report. The Finance Committee’s report will stand.

Music report should read that we are returning to Setting 2. Dan will clarify with Rich.

Unfinished Business

>

VV VYV VYV VYV

Listed in the budget under “Multicultural Ministry” is $5,549 to be used for programming expenses and
director salary for Esperanza.

Gary will attend Finance Committee meetings as council liaison.

Mary presented a form to be given to the Columbarium Committee which elicits information regarding
their operations.

Kathy will be responsible for council notes to be published in the “Friendly Visitor” in an effort to keep the
congregation updated on our happenings and decisions.

Joyce volunteered to be the council liaison to the Stewardship Committee.

Dan identified other congregations that engage in campus ministry in the Drake vicinity in the event that
we elect to transfer our “Campus Ministry” funds.

Julie volunteered to be the council liaison to the Lay Ministry Team.

Joyce will contact Personnel Committee to get the group up and running. The By-Laws defined the
composition of the committee.

New Business

>

>

>

As the first step in ascertaining an accurate roll, Jackie will supply us with a list of people who have not
communed or contributed in the last 2 years.

Rich graciously volunteered to read over the Constitution and Bylaws to help us reconcile accounts and
determine: 1) where we are, 2) where we are supposed to be, and 3) how we will get there.

The Gift and Memorial Policy at Grace states that all gifts and memorials are to be recorded in the
Memorial Book and not memorialized with a plaque.

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie Honsey, Secretary



Council Notes

The Grace Council has met once monthly and attended a weekend retreat. We are prayerfully considering our
next steps as a changing Christian community. As we listen to our members of the congregation and to God, we
will determine our mission.

We have serious problems. We have a budget crisis due to the current financial situation in general, a loss of
members, and a lack of income. We have gone from two to one pastor and probably will not return to two
pastors in the near future. Finally, we need to define ourselves in light of who we are now and our
responsibilities to nurture and serve our members according to God’s plan for us.

Meetings have been held to re-define La Voz de la Esperanza. This month a report will be delivered to the
Council and we will be communicating additional information to the congregation as it is known. The bilingual
service is a joyful experiment to see how it feels and works for us. We celebrate the Grace of our Lord together!

We may have to consider continued cuts in our budgets for every church organization. Consider how to handle
a possible ten percent cut, if needed in our June adjusted budget.

Endowment Fund

The Grace Endowment Fund was established in 1992 with $1,000.00 voted by the Church Council. Since 1997
when the first funds were awarded a total of $215,620.68 has been distributed to various projects. This includes
$17,913.00 that was awarded on March 4, 2010 to eleven different projects by the Endowment Committee.
These projects will not only benefit the community of Grace but will extend Grace’s witness to the Des Moines
community, the Christian community and two areas in Africa.

1. $1,300 to the Grace Education Committee for the painting of murals in the Sunday School area of the
church.

2. $1,240 to La Voz de Esperanza to purchase Rosetta Stone English Language teaching materials and
computers for the purpose of teaching English to members of Esperanza.

3. $550 to the Grace Education Committee to purchase 25 New Revised Standard Version Student
Study Bibles to be used by Grace Confirmation students.

4. $500 to the Grace Garden Club for plantings to enhance the Grace signs on Urbandale Avenue.

5. $250 to the Grace Education Committee for the Sunday School vegetable garden. To purchase a
rain barrel, compost, fencing, seeds and plants.

6. $950 to the Grace Education Committee to be applied to expenses for the Vacation Bible School
afternoon program.

7. $3,075 to Lutheran Lakeside Camp to purchase fifty new mattresses and complete their mattress
replacement project.

8. $2,400 to Medicine for Mali to provide scholarships for eight girls to attend high school. Medicine for
Mali has begun tutoring with an emphasis on girls. Educating females will benefit generations to
come.

9. $4,500 to Lutheran Services in lowa for the Refugee Emergency Fund to help extend services for six
months of rental assistance and bus tokens.

10. $1,815 to Mosaic to purchase a specialized wheelchair for a young man with Spina Bifida.

11. $1,333 to Family AIDS Care and Education Services (FACES) to build a patient waiting bay at one of
FACES supported health facilities in Kenya. FACES mission is to provide high-quality,
comprehensive and accessible HIV prevention, care and treatment for individuals and families in
Kenya.

Continued support of the Grace Endowment Fund through gifts and bequests will secure the growth of the fund
and this outreach ministry of Grace Lutheran Church.

Members of the Endowment Committee are: Gail Peterson, Chairman, Kevin Krause, Treasurer, Karen Taylor,
Secretary, Jeff Farrell and Pat Rehder



Finance Committee
Report to the Congregation - February 2010 results

Below is a summary of the income and expense of Grace Lutheran Church for the past month and Year to Date.
We had a favorable variance to budget, however this was primarily due to expenses that were budgeted

for which the actual expense has yet to occur.

We expect a favorable variance for the full year due to additional pledges received after the budget was approved.
Any favorable variance has been committed to restore the $23,149 benevolence reduction that was

made to balance the 2010 budget.

Operating Activity Summary

One Month Ended February 28, 2010 Year to Date February 28,

2010
Over (Under) Over (Under)

Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget
Offerings

32,820.91 33,633.00 (812.09) 76,296.95 78,133.00 (1,836.05)
Other Income

2,858.06 2,665.52 192.54 6,069.79 5,791.04 278.75
Total Income

35,678.97 36,298.52 (619.55) 82,366.74 83,924.04 (1,557.30)
Expenses

36,392.93 39,696.16 (3,303.23) 74,910.11 80,949.45 (6,039.34)
Net Income

(Loss) (713.96) (3,397.64) (2,683.68) 7,456.63 297459 (4,482.04)




Garage Sale, Bake Sale,
Plant Sale Pick up,
Annual and Perennial Plant Sale, Breakfast and Lunch
Saturday, May 1
8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Grace Hall and the parking lot

The High School youth and families are once again hosting this sale to raise money for the National Youth
Gathering and summer trips.

You can contribute by coming to the sale or by donating items.

Anyone can donate:
Garage Sale Items: Books, tools, small furniture, toys, clothes, housewares, etc.....clean and in good
condition. (Please, no golf clubs, golf carts, air purifiers or humidifiers, as Goodwill won't accept these.) Please
bring donations to Grace Hall Il beginning at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 4/27 through 5:00 p.m. Friday, 4/30.”
Questions: Lori Fry 967-0736 or lori.fry@mchsi.com

Baked Items for Bake Sale: Please bring items to Grace Hall by 8 p.m. on Fri., 4/30 or 7:30 a.m. on Sat.,
5/1. Questions: Tammy Denton 267-0301

Perennial Plants: Perennial donations may be made Saturday morning, between 7 and 8 a.m. Please donate
potted plants and provide the following information: Name of plant, sun or shade requirement, and flower color.




2010 Easter Flowers

This Easter, celebrate the joyous good news of Christ’s resurrection by purchasing a flowering plant to
decorate the church. Once again, you have a choice of ordering a lily for $13.00 or a spring flowering
plant for $21.00. (Choice in variety/color when ordering a spring flowering plant is not available. If you
order one of these, selection will be first come, first serve after the 10:45 a.m. Easter service). Please
note the deadline for ordering is Monday, March 22.

Please make my order

In memory of

In honor of

(Quantity) Lily $13.00 each

Flowering plant $21.00 each (first come for choice after the 10:45 Easter Service)

___Deliver my plant(s) to a home bound member. (X for yes)

Given by

IMPORTANT: THIS SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED
Method of Payment: Check Cash
Amount of payment Check number

Please make your check to Grace Lutheran Church. Payment must accompany the order. Place order
in the offering plate or mail to the church office.
Please pick up your plant following the 10:45 Easter service.

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS MONDAY, MARCH 22™.
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April Birthdays

Andrew Kretschmer
William Kallestad
Michael Heid
Charles Patterson
Colleen McKinney
Dolores Johnson
Ellen Batten

John York
Zachary Burnett
Emma Podlich
Darlene Johnson
Judy Franklin

Ann Sipma

Janet Taylor

Gary Harper
Rebecca Downard
Pablo Miramontes
Samantha Prescott
Bradley Moon
Carolyn Driscoll
John Nelson
Emily Woodruff
Elva Regalado
Maya Uehling Lint
Jennie Wonderlin
Diane Bro

Brian Olson

Olivia Hynnek
Kelley Bowermaster
Devon Gonzalez
Matt Hagerty

Mark Stumme
Cherie Rissman
Brett Brindley
Jared Nelson
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