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UPCOMING EVENTS!

Ve

. ¢ Garage Sale, Bake Sale, Plant Sale Pick up,
é.z’ Annual and Perennial Plant Sale, Breakfast and

S Lunch - Saturday, May 1, 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m., Grace
Hall and the parking lot. Proceeds benefit the 2012 National Youth
Gathering trip and summer trips.

WHOOPEE NIGHT

Join us for a night with our favorite game “Whoopee”, a simple card
and dice activity. We're serving sandwiches and pie at 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday, May 2 in Grace Hall. Sponsored by Senior Members.

Ascension Day Service and Brunch

Grace Women's Ascension Day Service and Brunch

- Fiie will be on Thursday, May 13 at 10:00 a.m . You may
sign up in the Gathering Hall on Sundays, May 2" and 9". This is the
event where we invite ladies from Cluster 10 and neighborhood
churches. The brunch is $5 for Grace Members and their personal
guests. The offering at this service will go to the DMARC Food Pantry.
Martha Circle will be hosting this year.

Sunday School Year End Intergenerational Event~Ma  y16

In celebration of a great year we will end our Sunday school season
with a special intergenerational event on May 16. We have a special
treat this day, as we will be an audience to a fun, faith-filled viewing of
a Gospel Magic Show presented by David Williamson. Join us for fun
and laughter as we watch David illustrate spiritual truths in a special
visual manner. Join us May 16 in Grace Hall 1 and 2 from 9:30 to
10:30.

Thanks to youth and teachers for a wonderful year o f faith,

growth and fun!




INTENTIONAL IINTERIM MINISTRY

At the beginning of the intentional training event for interim ministry that | attended, we were asked to write our
vision for interim ministry in a congregation. | had little knowledge of the technicalities of interim ministry, but
the following is what | wrote:

"To assist a congregation in its transition of pastors by encouraging and affirming a realistic knowledge of the
congregation's past and present so that nothing good is lost and nothing hurtful empowered, all done that its
future might be lured by God towards a 'new' and faithful ministry with God in God's world."

I haven't changed my mind. | believe that in order to do the things that an interim pastor is supposed to do, |
need to get to know you: your past, your present, your faith, your wants and needs, your goals, your fears,
perhaps most of all your hope. So if you have been wondering when on earth | am going to start doing the
things an "interim" pastor is supposed to be doing, | have been watching and listening in your midst,
worshiping with you, drinking coffee and talking in the halls, laughing and crying with you, enjoying your faith,
even trying new things. I'm not sure an interim is supposed to do much of that last one, but I can't shut that part
of me off. | am delighting in being your pastor, which is the best part of being an interim pastor

There is no set timetable, either for the process or its end. But there is direction and movement. Already steps
are being taken to gain a realistic evaluation of Grace's membership rolls. The council and staff are
participating in that process. During May and June you will be asked to join in the process by filling out
guestionnaires asking for your feelings, observations, problems, fears, and hopes regarding Grace and the
ministry here. | will also be asking you to come in and talk with me in private and confidential times together.
During this time, members will be creating a 'book’' on Grace that will be given to prospective pastors that you
might call. It will contain information about Grace and the surrounding area.

A Call Committee will be formed (best guess) in late summer. That Call Committee uses information gathered
during the interim process, meets with representative of the synod, discovers names, and begins the interview
process. Usually the interim pastor stays until someone accepts your call to be their pastor, and | leave before
that person is installed. Till then, | get to enjoy being your pastor. With no sure knowledge, | would suspect this
would be through the end of the year. After that it depends on the process and people and decisions and
prayer.

| am open to conversations about this at any time. The council and | will do our best to keep the congregation
informed. In the mean time, keep Grace at the top of your prayer list, worship often, invite others into the
family, and allow God's Spirit lots of room to work.

In God's service with you,

Tim Johnson
Interim Pastor

Stewardship Update

On behalf of the Church Council, the Stewardship Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for your past stewardship. Your sharing of God'’s financial gifts provides the funds to support our Church’s
mission at Grace and in the world. As the Finance Committee reviews the budget for 2010, the Stewardship
Committee is asking that each of you give prayerful consideration to your current pledge commitment. For
those able to increase their giving for the second half of the year, please contact Jackie in the church office
now. If you did not complete a pledge card in 2009 and wish to do so at this time, again please contact Jackie
for a pledge card. In any case, we understand that situations change. If we do not hear from you by May 15",
we will assume that your commitment will stay the same in the second half of the year as was pledged for the
first six months.



Update on Esperanza Ministry: Toward a New Future

For some time, we have described the Grace congregation and its Esperanza Ministry with the phrase “one
congregat|on with two expressions.” Many people found this confusing, leading to questions such as
What does this mean?
What doesn’t it mean?
How do we ‘live it here?
How do we know if it's working?
How do we know when we get there?

In January at the annual meeting, | was asked by the church council to answer questions like these and craft a
plan to help our congregation move forward in mission in ways that are strategic, sustainable, and healthy. A
series of four bilingual meetings with Esperanza bridge-builders and other research led to a response to that
request in a document entitled “Toward a New Vision...Pathways Forward to Becoming One Congregation.”

The document rests on embracing a new vision that by the nature of the very language we use no longer
separates us (as in “us vs. them”) but unites us. We are one congregation...period.

The document contains a comprehensive series of recommendations and actions steps that could be taken by
the council on behalf of the Grace community in order to continue ministry with and among Latinos in the Des
Moines area — honoring their presence and their needs for worship and teaching in the Spanish language while
using the means currently available to us.

| presented this document to the church council at its March meeting. A subgroup of council members is
currently considering the various aspects contained in the document and will present a recommendation about
how we move forward to the entire council soon.

For more information, contact Ellen Wonderlin in the church office.

We are all one in Christ.... Somos uno en Cristo

We will celebrate Christian unity on the occasion of Pentecost at the next bilingual service:
Sunday, May 23, 10:45 a.m. in the main sanctuary

We will also recognize graduating high school seniors at this service.

See you there!

Somos uno en Cristo...we are all one in Christ

Vamos a celebrar la unidad cristiana en ocasion de Pentecostés en el préximo servicio bilingle:
Domingo, el 23 de mayo, 10:45 en la mafiana en el sa  nctuario principal

También vamos a reconocer a los estudiantes que estan graduando de la escuela secundaria en esto servicio

iLe veremos alli!




Music Notes.........

It is well after the fact, but | want to thank all those that had an active part in the music for Lent and Easter. A
great deal of planning went into the design of the Easter music by Pastor Tim and me. Each piece was
selected with a certain service in mind and was used to further enhance its message and theme. It was good to
use the Holden Evening Prayer during the Wednesday Lenten services. The Youth Bells and Grace Bells both
provided additional inspiration in the numbers presented. It was uplifting to have the Grace Brass accompany
the congregation on Easter Sunday. The Chancel Choir gave extra time to work on all the different styles of
music and for the extra services held. It is, as | reiterate, wonderful to have all this talent and dedication to work
with at Grace.

It doesn’t seem possible that we are quickly “winding down” to the beginning of our summer schedule. In the
next six weeks all of the various music ensembles will have offerings of music for morning worship. The Youth
Choir will have two more Wednesday rehearsals in April, will sing at BOTH services on May 2 and then be
finished until fall. It has been a pleasure to work with these young adults. It may be a little smaller group than in
the past, but their talent is outstanding and they seem pleased to share it with the congregation. | will look
forward to working with them again in September. Hopefully more of our youth will be able to take an active
role in our music ensembles.

The Youth Bells and Chapel Chimers will continue rehearsals with Carol and provide music on May 16 at both
services. Carol will have a schedule for these students. The Grace Bells will continue with rehearsals and play
for the final time this year on May 30. Grace Brass will be part of the service on April 25 and finally May 23,
Pentecost Sunday. The Chancel Choir will also sing on May 9 and May 23.

We will move to the summer worship schedule on May 30. On that Sunday, there will be one service beginning
at 9:00 a.m. The Saturday evening services will begin on June 5 at 5:00 p.m. This year the Saturday service
will be held in the Esperanza Chapel. The Worship Committee discussed this and felt that it would be a good
change of venue for this service. As in the past, | will need extra people to help with the accompanying of this
service and will be putting together a schedule for those people. Since our music groups are not in rehearsal, |
also will need those that would like to provide “special” music for the Sunday summer services. If you would
like share your talents with the congregation, please let me know.

On October 8 and 9, Grace Lutheran will have a lot of activity occurring in its building. On Friday, John Behnke,
organist and composer from Concordia University in Milwaukee, will present an organ recital in our sanctuary.
John composes organ music as well as music for bell choirs. It is also in the planning that Grace Bells will join
Mr. Behnke on a couple of his bell/organ compositions during the concert. On Saturday, John will then present
a Handbell Workshop for bell ringers in Grace Hall. There will be many ringers from all parts of lowa that will
attend this day-long event. There will be sessions on ringing techniques, reading new music, rehearsal
techniques, etc., during the event. As part of the workshop, Grace Bells will present a half-hour concert during
for the attendees. We look forward to hosting this AGEHR event.

I hope to have many of the final music details planned very soon, for as many of you know, our June will be
very busy. Yvonne’s family from D.C., Pennsylvania, and California, will be here for the wedding of Sarah and
Tyler on June 25™. It is an exciting time for us and we look forward to being together to celebrate this event.

See you in church.
Rich



KIDS’ KORNER

Communion Camp at Grace

On March 27 there were about 23 children from Grace and other churches who participated in a day-long
Communion camp run by Lutheran Lakeside Camp staff. It was an opportunity for our First Communion
students, as well as older children, to have a hands-on way of learning what Communion is all about, its ties to
Passover and the Exodus, and why we celebrate it. It was a fun day filled with lots of activity and journeys that
took us all the way from Moses to the Last Supper with Jesus. We even met Moses, Pharaoh, Isaiah and
Jeremiah (some played by our own Grace members) face to face! Check out these photos and more in the
Gathering Hall.

Many many thanks to the volunteers and parents who made the whole day possible!

Moses speaking to God at the burning bush Meeting Isaiah and Jeremiah at a talk show

Experiencing a Seder meal



Sunday School Service Project

Dear Sunday School families:
From April 18 to May 9 we will be collecting items for Lutheran World Relief health kits. Below are items your
child may bring:
- Hand towels
Bath size bars of soap
Fingernail clippers
Toothbrushes
Band-Aids (all the same size)
Monetary donations. If you prefer you may provide a monetary offering. Please place money in an
envelope labeled “LWR Sunday School Project.” Checks made out to Grace Women Lutheran World
Relief.

Thank you for your donations! The children should bring their donations to the opening time at Sunday School.

Reqister for Vacation Bible School

Registration materials are now available for a wild week of adventure on the African savannah! Make sure you
mark your calendars for all the excitement that Baobab Blast has in store. What better way to spend a week of
your summer vacation than to hear the lions roar and the drums beat, and to gather underneath the branches
of the great baobab tree? God’s Great Get-Together is all about community and it will be a BLAST! So grab
your safari hats — you're in for a wild ride this year!

Registration materials are available at the VBS dis  play in the Gathering Hall or entrance area, or in
Grace Hall. Keep the parent letter for your information but please fill out and return the registration and health

forms to the church office before the first day of VBS so that we can plan accordingly. Grab a few flyers to
share with your friends, too!

We need your help to make Baobab Blast a success. We love our volunteers! If you are leaving 6™ grade or
are as young as 100, then volunteering at VBS may be just the thing for you! Volunteer opportunities are
available in a variety of areas, and we could also use help with snack and science station donations to keep
the cost down. Information and sign-ups can be found at the displays. Thanks in advance for your help!

Questions? See Stephanie Johnson, Beth Flannery, MeLissa Lawson, or Kristin Medhurst.

Volunteer Training Date:  Tuesday, June 15 from 7:00-8:30pm
Dates of VBS: Sunday, June 27 — Thursday, July 1
Time: Sunday, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. followed by potluck picnic
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Before and after care available from 8-9 a.m. and 4-5:30 p.m. Mon-Thurs.

Ages: 3 year-olds through those currently in 5" grade (Please note: The 3-5 year-old program will be
available on Sunday and then on Monday through Thur ~ sday from 9-noon only.)

Family Night: Thursday, July 1 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Cost: FREE! (Thanks to an Endowment grant)



SportsLife Camp in Ankeny

Looking for more fun after VBS week is over? During the week of July 5-8 from 5:30-8:30 p.m., Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Ankeny is hosting a sports camp for children currently in kindergarten through those
currently in 5 ™ grade. It will be run by a group called SportsLife Camps that is based in Minnesota but takes
its program on the road. It is a Christian based camp that integrates action packed learning with faith.
Campers choose a “main event” for the week — soccer, basketball, dance, or crafts — and participate in a
variety of other activities as well. An evening snack/light supper is included.

The cost for the week is $45/child but is being finalized at the time of this printing. For more information or to
register, please contact Stephanie Johnson. Spaces are limited and the registration deadline is July 1
Check out the camp’s website at www.sportslifecamps.com.

Men in Mission

The program for Men in Mission on May 6, at 6:30
p.m., will be a presentation by Stephaney and Vinh
Vo regarding the re-settlement of refugees.
Stephaney will speak about her role as a volunteer
for Lutheran Services of lowa in the re-settlement
process. She met Vinh during her volunteer
activities and later they were married. Vinh will
provide more specific information regarding his
experience during this process and how it prepared
him to become an effective citizen of this country. |
met the two of them during a course | had
developed on the Vietham War. For her Master's
Degree in English thesis at lowa State University,
Stephaney wrote the story of Vinh's life from the
time the North Viethamese overran South Vietnam
at the end of the war until the time he arrived in this
country. Itis an unbelievable story of how the
human spirit can overcome even the worse
conditions.

Don Moon

Congratulations Laura!

Grace member Laura Wonderlin recently had her
article published in The Lutheran Witness . It was
entitled "Practicing Hospitality: Together through
Cuisine. Laura is a journalism student at the
University of lowa.

Grace Lutheran Spring Break
Getaway Cruise

We are planning a four-day Baja Mexico Cruise
aboard the Carnival Paradise out of Los Angeles
beginning March 14, 2011. We will visit the ports of
Catalina Island and Ensenada, Mexico, as well as
have a day at sea to enjoy the ship itself. Prices for
this great cruise start at $346 per person. For each
cabin we have in our group, we will earn $100 for
the 2012 National Youth Gathering - our first cruise
in 2008 raised $1100! For more details call Ross
Peeler at 223-9440.

Bake Sale Items Needed

We are in need of baked goods to sell
during our annual Garage Sale, May 1. So if you
would like to bake some cookies, bars, brownies,
pies, breads (all kinds), or bags of snacks, just
bring to the church kitchen any time on Friday, April
30 or by 7:45 am on Saturday. Please put 6 -

12 cookies or bars per plate so they will be ready to
go. We will price the items. Thank you!

If you have any questions, contact Tammy Denton
at 267-0301 or Sue Anderson at 279-2690.

National Donate Life Month

April is National Donate Life Month. This year, we
are asking for your help in reaching those you
serve, our fellow lowans, with an important, life
affirming message about the continuing need for
organ and tissue donations. Please see the poster
on the bulletin board in the hallway by the office, for
more information.



Lutheran World Relief Spring Drive

i The LWR Fall drive brought in $668. With this

1 money we purchased items for 50 school kits, 174
health kits and 9 layettes. The quilters made 26

i quilts. The kits and quilts were taken to Ankeny on
. April 17.

Money taken in this Spring will be used mainly to
i purchase health kits.

Thanks go out to Cindy Wheeler, Lynn Niemuth,

i Lois Slye, Louise Bergman, Cathy Barks, and

i Mindy Scholten for their work on this project. A
special thanks to the quilters. This committee

i could use more members who like to shop, put

© kits together, etc. Please contact Pat Bordt if you
. are interested.

Money toward the health kits can still be
. contributed and put in the envelopes that are in the

. pews. Please label it LWR and make checks out to

i Grace Lutheran Women.

Thank you,
i Pat Bordt

Recognition Day for High
School Graduates!

Congratulations to all high school seniors who will
be graduating this spring! Excitement and
anticipation run high as this significant milestone
approaches, and we would like to honor and
recognize you for your achievement. Please plan
on joining us with your families at the 10:45 a.m.
worship service on Pentecost Sunday, May 23 and
staying for an informal reception afterward.
Invitations have been sent out and we are asking
that you RSVP to Stephanie Johnson by May 16.
Please also send a short, one-paragraph biography
that includes your future plans. You may e-mail this
to Stephanie at stephaniejohnson@g.com or send
it to the church office. We look forward to seeing
you and your families on May 23! We also
encourage you to invite those people who have
played an important role in your high school or

younger years. Let's celebrate together! Please
note: If you are graduating this spring and have not
received your invitation in the mail, please call the
church office as soon as possible. Thank you!

Winter Assembly
Des Moines Area Religious Council
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Pastor Tim Johnson, faith leader, and Joanne
Johnson, lay person, attended this delegate
assembly. It was held at St. George Greek
Orthodox Church.

Executive Director Sarai Schnucker Rice gave a
brief report; Chuck Kuba gave the Treasurer's
Report.

The new Food Pantry Director, Elisabeth Ballstadt,
was introduced to the gathered delegates. Her
report was very helpful as she explained how the
recipients receive more healthful and well-balanced
food items.

In 2008, 7719 families received food and 11,601
families did in 2009 so the need continues to be
great.

Much of the meeting was devoted to the
presentation of proposed changes to the by-laws.
Since such changes failed to pass at the December
1, 2009 Assembly, much work had been done since
then to clarify and revise the changes, including two
additional edits. This Assembly approved the
changes to the by-laws.

The incoming President is John Ayers, from St.
Boniface Catholic Church.

The fiscal year of the Council will now begin on July
1 of each year and end on June 30 of the following
year.

Following the meeting all were invited to tour the St.
George sanctuary with Father Basil Hickman.

Joanne Johnson,
Grace Lutheran Delegate



Congratulations to Lathrop &
Sally Preston on the birth of
Zara Anne, on March 29. Big
sisters are Laria and Charla.

Dear Friends at Grace,

Thank you for the lovely plant at Easter. Thanks for
the DVD of Easter, | really enjoyed it. Surely |
cannot drive anymore. Special thanks to Diane
Heid for all her kindness.

Le Roi Beers

New Books in Grace Library

Two new books were edited by and given to the
library of Grace by Susan Johnson, managing
editor of Fortress Press in Minneapolis, MN. (She's
also Pastor Tim's wife!)

The Augustana Story - This is a recently
published history of the Augustana Synod, of which
Grace was a part until the merger forming the
Lutheran Church in America. As Susan writes on
the first page, this is "a story that continues in your
ministry as Grace Lutheran".

Hunger and Happiness , by L. Shannon Jung
(Feeding the hungry/nourishing our souls) This
book, by a professor who has spent much time in
lowa, deals positively with the possibility of
significantly reducing hunger in the world, and the
reality that those who feed others are blessed in
doing so.

Susan Johnson writes,"Blessings on this
congregation in your calling to feed and nourish all
who God places in your midst."

In addition, a new set of biblical commentaries in
Spanish was given to Grace by Susan Johnson and
Fortress Press.

Do You Read The Lutheran ?

Check out the April issue of The Lutheran
magazine. Grace member Roland Zimany has an
article published in it entitled "Why the Disciples
Follow Jesus: 10 Reasons - Are They Ours Too?"



In the spring of 2002, |

came to visit and

worship at Grace.

Although 18 miles from

the home | shared with

the love of my life, we
sensed our searching had led us to the spiritual
retreat that we found among you. The feeling came
from the pastors and the people. | thank you all for
being my brothers and sisters in Christ for the past
eight years. Although the staff has changed, and
people have come and gone, the mission of Grace
remains a connecting thread.

When | first came here, | was in grievous emotional
and spiritual pain because of horrific losses. |
sustained more losses in the coming years, but the
support and caring | received from you all gave me
a healing place. As | grew stronger, you made a
place for me to serve beside you, using my spiritual
gifts to bring joy to others (and thus back to myself).

I could say that there will never be a place of such
grace for me again...BUT | WON'T. That would be
selling God short. And | am excited to explore what
new adventures await me in sharing the faith.

assistant in the mental health clinic. (And | will be
back to DAYTIME HOURS!) This relocation will put
me within 4 hours of my sons and grandsons and
within a day’s drive of my brothers, sisters and dad.
I am prayerful God will use the move to foster
reconciliation with my youngest son, who is my
greatest loss of the last eight years. Please pray
for me and my family during this huge transition
after 37 years as an lowan!

I, too, will hold Grace in prayer. This congregation
has challenges; | know your best days are ahead.
The collective heart of the people here is strong.
You seek God's guidance and direction. You get
things done. You will continue to be a light in the
heart of Beaverdale and a warm spot in my heart. |
will miss you all and always hold our time together
in fond memory.

If you're coming to Reno, let me know...there's
always room at the Inn. (or under the bridge if
necessary--I've learned a thing or two from
homeless veterans!)

God Bless you and keep you all in the Amazing
Grace we share. Hasta la vista y vaya con Dios!

My plans and dreams have been blessed by God ~~Sharon Morse
as | relocate to Reno, Nevada. | am transferring to

the VA hospital there, to work as a program support

Lay Leadership in Action

On March 13 a delegation of Grace members traveled out to Cedar Rapids to attend CTIM (“*Called Together in
Mission”). CTIM is an annual synod wide event that brings together members of many congregations to engage in
networking and learning through speakers, workshops, Bible study, and worship. It was a fun experience that ended
with a time of fellowship and debriefing over what has come to be a traditional stop for dinner in the Amana Colonies
on the way home. Consider joining us next year — the more, the merrier!

Here are some things that some of Grace’s delegation are saying about their experiences:
Ro Zimany:

Again this year it was a joy to go to CTIM to worship with large numbers of Lutherans from all over the Synod,
to learn how other congregations are handling problems similar to ours, and to get some ideas from three 70-minute
workshops.

One recruiting and service “tool” that a few congregations (including St. Stephen in Urbandale) use is to
provide a free meal on either the last day or the last Wednesday of each month and to publicize that offer thoroughly
in the neighborhood. People on low income or welfare are attracted by such an offer, as their money begins to run out
at the end of the month. Some church members also go to the meal, primarily to eat with outsiders and get to know
them. I've noticed that the houses in the neighborhood of our church are not particularly large. This might be a
project we could undertake for a few months, to see what the response would be.



The youth director at one church said that the best way to keep kids from “dropping out” after Confirmation is
(1) to have parents who are active in the church both before and after Confirmation-age time and (2) to get the kids
involved in as many of the tasks required to run the church as possible: lecturing, ushering, choir, bell choir,
preaching, preparing and serving meals, gardening, clean-up and maintenance, altar guild. One congregation has
them take over Lenten services each year.

What the youth director cannot understand is why some parents are willing to say, “I'll let my kids make their
own decision about being active in the church.” Those same parents don't let them decide whether or not to brush
their teeth, or take a bath, or do their homework, or get enough sleep, etc. It's probably the case that those same
parents aren’t very active in the church themselves.

What | find ironic is that Confirmation — as | understand it — is precisely the time when the kids do make their
own decision. They confirm that their parents did the right thing by bringing them into the church in the first place,
when they were infants. They respond to God’s reaching out to them by agreeing with the Faith into which they were
baptized, now that they have learned about it. (Or, of course, they could choose not to get confirmed.) But it doesn’t
make sense to me for their next step to be hardly ever showing up at church again.

Submitted by Ro Zimany from an article in The Des Moines Register, 3/22/10):

My church youth group was the salvation of my teenage years, and | wanted my kids to have something similar — a
group that cared for you just because you were there and not because of your school coolness level, your academic
ability, or your sports prowess; a group that provided an alternative set of social contacts besides what they got in
school; and a group that attempted to do some good in the world by helping at soup kitchens, rebuilding houses,
helping the elderly, gathering disaster relief supplies, helping around the church, etc.

It is up to parents to decide what they expect from their children and how important church is to them. They cannot
force anyone to believe or to participate joyfully, but just as they expect their children to follow the house rules for safe
driving, the use of the computer, and politeness to strangers, parents can set expectations for church attendance, if
that is what is important to them.

When my children did not want to attend church, | negotiated that they could substitute Sunday School or youth
fellowship on Sunday or Wednesday evening. But | made sure they kept a church connection, and | modeled the
behavior | wanted by going to church every Sunday myself.

Continued from page 12

Barb Zimany:

The workshop that | found most exciting was “Using Art to Enter into Scripture.” We used the pictures of Sieger
Koeder, a German Catholic priest who painted pictures to illustrate Bible stories. By analyzing and discussing the
images in a picture, we got new insights into Bible stories, such as the Last Supper and the Woman at the Well.

Joyce Lewis:
In March, | attended two workshops at “Called Together in Mission” in Cedar Rapids.

“Therapeutic Gardens” was my first workshop. Our speaker addressed reducing stress and promoting healing by
giving people garden areas and landscaping where they can experience the soothing affects of sight, sound,
fragrance, and touch. These garden areas can be incorporated anywhere. We saw pictures of nursing homes,
hospitals, and churches where gardens of all sizes and types have been created and are used by patients, staff, and
visitors.

My second session was on church hospitality and ways to enhance congregational response. The discussion
included all aspects of being hospitable to visitors from the time they drive into the parking lot to helping them with
worship and seeing that they are called on in the days following their visit.
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